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“Believe, Create, Achieve, 
Dream Inspire”

Willow Tree is a larger than average-sized 
primary school with 510 pupils. The school 
opened in September 2011 in a new building 
following the closure of three local schools. The 
majority of our pupils are from white British 
backgrounds, however a small though increasing 
proportion are from minority ethnic groups.. The 
proportion of disadvantaged pupils is well above 
the national average. 

The school benefits from a very stable core of 
very experienced and skilled staff. We have also 
been fortunate in being able to recruit further 
high quality staff to senior positions in school 
led by our school improvement focus. This focus 
on recruiting and developing the best staff in 
order to provide quality learning experiences for 
children is always central to our focus in school 
and has been core to the improvements in school. 

Our very recent OFSTED in June 2015 has 
recognised that all stakeholders have a very clear 
vision of where our school is heading and key to 
that is doing things “The Willow Tree Way”

The school has always run a cross curricular 
approach to learning with English at the heart, 

however, it was felt that the curriculum lacked 
breadth and balance. The introduction of the 
new National Curriculum in 2014 enabled senior 
leaders to look closely at the curriculum we 
were delivering in school and make significant 
changes. Senior leaders wanted to develop a 
vibrant exciting curriculum that meets the need 
of all children. This we have done by continuing 
the cross curricular approach with but all 
subjects having a project focus. English still sits 
at the centre of the projects and is taught through 
quality texts. 

We recognise in school that some children have 
limited opportunity to engage in a range of cultural 
activities and experiences. As a result of this all 
classes have a range of cultural opportunities 
including outside visits to museums, galleries, 
places of historical interest, the theatre, BBC 
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Media City, residential visits, alongside music 
teaching from a specialist, working with our 
artist and a range of sporting opportunities. 

Ofsted wrote that our broad and balanced 
curriculum prepares children very well for life 
in modern Britain and that school provides a 
range of learning opportunities for children. 
Children have had the opportunity to perform 
at venues across the city including the Lowry 
Theatre and with the Halle orchestra and it is 
this broad range of experiences that we believe 
has been central to the raising of standards 
across school. Ofsted also noted that provision 
for pupil’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is exceptional. Focus theme weeks 
engage the whole school in quality provision to 
address issues such as Bullying, Diversity, Black 
History, Our Community and Locality.

We believe that this has been achieved through 
a system of clear accountabilities. English and 
maths subject leaders are involved in close 
monitoring and it is their clear focus that has 
helped raise standards, and ensure consistency 
in teaching and learning across school. This 
checking of standards followed by timely 
support and or advice ensures that teaching 
secures children’s interests and improves skills 
and knowledge. Pupil Premium funding allows 
us to provide quality interventions, in order to 
engage all learners, ensuring all pupils are able 
to access the curriculum. Leadership of teaching 
is also closely linked to teachers’ performance 
management. Monitoring and evaluation enables 

us to identify individual and whole school 
training needs and provide the relevant training. 

Pupil voice is an integral part of the school ethos; 
allowing children to feel valued and giving them 
ownership of their school. The School Council 
are actively involved in expressing the views of 
others and hold weekly meetings, addressing key 
issues. This has resulted in us running a house 
system in school. This was set up in response to 
ensuring that older children in school were able 
to take on further responsibilities and to develop 
in house competitions. Every child belongs to 
one of our houses and last year our gifted and 
talented artists took part in a project with our 
resident artist to design the House banners. 
These now hang proudly in our school hall. 

Willow Tree is a happy thriving school and we 
know that more pupils than ever are making 
better than expected progress.


