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Teenagers in Wales celebrate 
record GCSE results 2011 

Thousands of teenagers in Wales were today 
celebrating another record year for GCSE results. 
 
The performance improved as more pupils achieved 
the higher A* and A grades and the proportion 
chalking up A*-C also rose. 
 
The overall pass rate remained at 98.7%, the same as 
in 2010. 
 
But the Welsh results again showed a grades gap with 
the rest of the UK. 
 
The Joint Council for Qualifications said: "Despite 
these improvements, there remained a gap between 
the grades achieved in Wales and those achieved 
across the UK as a whole. 
 
"In the UK, the percentage gaining an A* grade was 
7.8%; 23.2% gained A*-A and 69.8% gained A* - C 
grades." 
 
Girls continue to out-perform boys at GCSE in Wales, 
and the gap has widened slightly thisyear at A*, A*-A 
and A*-C. Whilst 7.8% of all the girls’ entries 
achieved the A*, 22.5% achieved A*- A and 70.3% 
gained A* - C grades, the equivalent figures for boys’ 
entries were 5.3%, 16.3% and 62.5% respectively. 
 
Welsh education minister Leighton Andrews said: 
"The pass rate for GCSE remains extremely high at 
98.7% and it’s encouraging to see more entries in 
Wales achieving the higher grades again this year. 
 
"I was also particularly pleased to note the strong 
performances across the sciences and in maths given 
the importance of these subjects to meeting the future 
needs of industry in Wales and beyond and their high 
value to learners. 
 
"I’d like to extend my thanks to parents and teachers 
for their support and guidance, which I know they will 
continue to provide to help these young people make 
the right decisions about the next steps on their 
learning journeys." 
 
The Joint Council said that the grades achieved in 
Wales this year showed a ‘modest improvement in 
comparison with last year’. 
 
The percentage achieving A* was 6.6%, compared 
with 6.1% last year, with 19.5% achieving an A* or A 
grade, an increase on the 19.1% achieving these 
grades in 2010. 

 
 
The proportion of pupils gaining A* - C grades was 
66.5% in 2011, compared with 66.4% last year and the 
cumulative percentage of pupils gaining A* - G grades 
was 98.7% in 2011, identical with the previous year.  
 
This second award of the Welsh Baccalaureate, 
Intermediate and Foundation Diplomas took place this 
summer since the roll-out of the qualification across 
the 14-19 age range began in September 2009. 
 
Some 1,873 students achieved the Foundation Level 
Diploma compared with 1,623 last year, an increase 
of 15%. 
 
At Intermediate Level, 4,021 received the full 
Diploma compared with 2,345 in 2010 – a rise of 
more than 70% 
 
Mr Andrews said: "The Welsh Baccalaureate 
Qualification continues to grow in popularity and 
almost 6,000 young people today have earned a 
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification in addition to their 
other achievements. 
 
"It is positive to see so many learners taking the 
opportunity to develop their skills and add value to 
their other qualifications. These results build on the 
Advanced level successes announced last week and 
show that the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification is 
really starting to establish itself as the qualification of 
choice for learners aged 14-19 in Wales. 
 
"Of course this is just the start for these young people 
who will now be making choices abut continuing their 
development in school, college or the workplace but 
their results today will give them a head start on their 
chosen pathways. 
 
"There is, of course, plenty of help on hand to guide 
them through the range of choices available to them 
and I am confident that they will make good choices 
that set them on the right path to success." 


