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Turton High is a popular and improving community 

comprehensive school of 1700 students, of whom 450 are 
in the Sixth Form.  It is highly regarded by the local 

community not just because of its academic achievement 

but also because of its caring ethos. 
 

OFSTED visited in November 2009 and were so 

impressed, they came back to do a Best Practice Survey 

in May 2010, highlighting Turton’s safeguarding and 
pastoral care provision. Their judgements included: 

 

• The quality of teaching and learning is good: 
Students enjoy their lessons and achieve well.  

Vulnerable and disadvantaged students, including 

those with special education needs and/or 

disabilities receive outstanding support and as a 
result they too make good progress. 

• A thriving programme of extra-curricular activities 

ensures students’ needs and interests are met. 
• Students’ thoughtful and mature behaviour creates 

a positive climate around the school.  The 

outstanding care, guidance and support contribute 
to students’ good personal development and well-

being. 

 

2010 has been a record year for Turton.  More A* and A 
grades than ever at GCSE, with A* up from 126 last year 

to a stunning 191 this summer. 

 
Many students with special educational needs also 

achieved above expectations, including some C grades at 

GCSE which is a huge credit to them and the staff who 
supported them. 

 

But Turton will always be about much more than exam 

grades.  Ofsted commented: 
 

• “Very effective transition procedures ensure that  

 

students settle into their new school quickly and  

smoothly.” 
• “All forms of discrimination and barriers to 

learning are tackled very effectively and the 

school’s promotion of equality of opportunity is 
outstanding.” 

• “The school has an inclusive ethos. Safeguarding 

procedures are outstanding.  The school is a high 
quality practice leader in the local authority.” 

 

Since the inspection, the school has continued to receive 

local and national recognition.  The International Schools 
Award, the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust Gold 

Award for promoting Equal Opportunities and Cultural 

Diversity and UNICEF’s Rights Respecting Schools 
Award all followed in the summer of 2010. 

 

We are committed to the principle that if you value 

young people and work with them in a positive 
environment, then achievement will go up.  We work 

hard to ensure that all students know their responsibilities 

as well as their rights and show respect for themselves, 
their peers and their families. 

 

Ofsted concluded: 
 

“Comments such as “my son has thrived both as a person 

and as a student” and “both my children have received an 

excellent education and have felt part of a safe and 
supportive community” are typical of the views 

expressed to inspectors.” 

 
We are not perfect, we still have lots to improve on, but 

our commitment to developing a fairer, more caring and 

emotionally intelligent school is setting us on the right 
path. 

 

John Porteous 

Headteacher 
 

 


