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Keys To Success At 
Stokenchurch Primary

Stokenchurch, a large primary with over 550 
pupils is an outstanding school and has been 
graded as such at two consecutive Ofsted 
inspections in 2008 and in 2013 under the 
new framework. There are many reasons why 
we believe our school has continued to be so 
successful through a period of rapid growth 
and significant change. 

‘Key amongst them are the clear-thinking and 
aspirational leadership, consistently very effective 

teaching and exceptionally positive attitudes 
amongst pupils. This potent mix ensures that 

pupils make excellent progress academically and 
in their personal development.’

Ofsted 2008

Our ethos at the heart of all we do

All-round personal development is a well-
established feature of the school. Parents and 
carers are keen to talk about the way in which the 
school is able to help pupils to become confident, 
whether in learning or in the many excellent 
opportunities to take on leadership roles, as with 
the very active school council, prefect and house 
captain roles and more recent introduction of head 
boy and head girl posts.

Our Teaching and Learning policy captures the 
very essence of our ethos celebrating the impact 
we have as staff, ‘who make the difference’, 
whilst embracing the challenge that teaching 
does not always imply learning will take place! 
We aim to ensure that every day for every child 

there is a climate for learning with the teacher as 
a person, their body language and relationships, 
the most valuable resource in any classroom. The 
outstanding teacher is the one who ‘makes you 
feel clever’. In our school we all believe that every 
child can be successful.

‘This very large primary school has established 
a warm family atmosphere where pupils thrive 

and develop outstanding behaviour and attitudes. 
They show respect to everyone and know how 

to stay safe…each pupil is known and valued as 
an individual. This is the basis for the very high 

expectations demonstrated across every aspect of 
school life.’ 

Ofsted 2013

Learning through performance – stretching 
horizons

Achievement at Stokenchurch is outstanding. 
Pupils make rapid progress from their starting 
points, and attain high standards. Underpinning 
pupil achievement we passionately believe in 
providing a ‘stage’ for pupils (all of whom we 
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believe are talented) to emerge and grow and gain 
in confidence and stature. Our equally talented 
staff not only care, support and encourage, 
instilling the confidence needed to succeed, but 
also take risks in their desire to challenge our 
children believing that they will rise to the highest 
expectations. 

For example this year: Children in Year 5 sang 
and acted alongside professionals on stage in 
the stunning Wormsley estate in a community 
Opera ‘Road Rage’. Orlando Gough (composer) 
and Richard Stilgoe (librettist) commissioned by 
Garsington Opera wrote a piece for a cast of 150 
children, young people and adults from the area 
to perform alongside professional singers and 
musicians.

Children in Year 6 worked on a ‘live’ advertising 
project designing a poster for the new BMW 
electric car. The ads had to meet the brief and 
had to be ‘catchy’. Shortlisted children were then 
invited to pitch their ideas - true apprentice board 
room style!

Our choir performed at the Royal Albert Hall as 
part of the ‘Power of Music Echoes 5 Concert’ a 
musical extravaganza involving 1,950 children 
from 59 Buckingham schools. The opportunity to 
perform in such a prestigious venue demonstrates 
the importance we attach to creativity in learning 
and of course providing lifelong memories to 
cherish.

“The very rich and exciting curriculum (both 
within the school day and beyond) provides 

outstanding opportunities for pupils to experience 
learning in real-life situations and to develop 
confidence by being involved in prestigious 

events.”
Ofsted 2013

Embracing change creatively

We embrace all new national initiatives positively 
and their successful implementation has always 
been rooted in our own school context seeking to 
explore their potential in a creative and forward 
thinking manner. In response to the introduction 
of PPA we creatively introduced French, ICT and 
P.E. specialisms to provide an enhanced provision 
for children. Working as a whole Year team, 
including teaching assistants, staff are able to 
plan, prepare and assess together, affording more 
opportunity for specialisms and experience to be 
shared whilst ensuring a greater consistency of 
standards.

A new feature of our Parents’ Evenings has been 
the attendance of our HLTA’s who greet parents as 
they arrive, hand over our Progress Chart (which 
plots pupil achievement and progress alongside 
effort and approach to areas of school life) and 
maintain the flow of the evening.

They may answer questions of a general nature 
about the Progress Chart or other aspects of school 
life such as SEN programmes, the role of an LSA 
working with a parent’s child or First Aid. The 
aim is to support the communication flow of the 
evening as well as ensure more time is afforded to 
discussion of progress between teacher and parent 
within their allotted appointment time.

Andrew White Headteacher of Stokenchurch 
Primary School


