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Standish Lower Ground St Anne’s CE Primary 
School is a thriving Christian School with 
the children at its heart.  We have on average 
120 children altogether and five classes. 
Each class has a mix of two year groups 
which lends itself to a creative and exciting 
curriculum. I was appointed as headteacher 
in September 2013 and have begun to build 
on the strengths whilst addressing other 
areas for development. The staff have high 
expectations for all the children and give lots 
of support to help each child achieve their 
full potential. St Anne’s opened in 1993 and 
school numbers have continued to rise since 
then. The school’s deprivation factor is above 
national average and still rising, according to 
the IDACI index score. The percentages of 
pupils identified as “hard pressed” continues 
to be high (ACORN data). We are especially 
proud of the progress made by our SEND 
children. We have 31% SEND children in our 
school. Many parents and carers regularly 
share their praise for our staff in their support 
in all areas surrounding the holistic care of 
their children. We have recently achieved 
the Silver Award for Mental Health and have 
excellent contacts with many outside agencies 
who work with school to protect and support 
our children.

Over the last two years we have put a new 
phonics strategy in place. The whole school 
has a discreet 25 minute phonic session 
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every day. During this time the children are 
taught at the level of their phonic learning 
and not in class or year groups. This has 
not only benefitted the younger children 
also children in Key Stage 2, who have not 
had the advantage of phonic lesson whilst 
they were in Key Stage One.  The children’s 
phonics abilities have vastly improved. 
90% of children “met the standard” in 2013 
phonic screening test for year 1 children. 
This strategy has also improved the reading 
abilities of children throughout the school. 

We have also put a heavy focus on the teaching 
of writing. We have used specific action plans 
to address gaps in children’s knowledge and 
enabled them to build up their own skills 
base to use independently in writing. We 
rigorously track the children’s progress, with 
half termly meetings between the headteacher 
and teacher establishing additional support 
and clear targets for each child, enabling them 
to make expected and good progress. We also 
host writing weeks which add excitement to 
our already creative curriculum. In a recent 
writing week the children arrived at school to 
find a nest of alien eggs on the playground! 
Lots of inventive ideas flowed as to the origin 
of the eggs and what had escaped from them. 
The development of ideas through drama, 
role play, video interviews and discussions 
lead to a wide variety of writing genres and 
culminated in a special showcase assembly. 
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We were very proud of our year 6 children 
this year (2014) and in writing 92% achieved 
Level 4b or above. 100 % of the cohort made 
at least 2 levels of progress, from KS1, and 
33% made 3 levels of progress. 

All our children are encouraged to achieve 
the best they can be in all areas of school life. 
Our gifted children are given challenging 
targets and a developing range of additional 
activities and clubs encourage children with 
specific talents to develop their skills in many 
various sports clubs, computers, Christians in 
Drama, French, cooking and choir.  

During the last year we have developed 
opportunities for parents to enter into school 
life and share ideas and opinions about the 
school. We now have a blog site inviting 
visitors to add comments and host monthly 
coffee mornings, where parents, carers and 
friends can chat with staff in school. Friends 
from our local church also join us in these and 
many other events supporting the children 
and staff. 

We were very proud last year to win many 
awards for our school gardens and the Green 
Flag Award for our proud eco school. The 

children are involved in the planting and 
weeding and we use the garden as a base for 
many of our lessons. We are all very proud to 
be part of Standish Lower Ground St Anne’s 
CE Primary School. 

Miss Lynne France,  
Headteacher

For more information on St Anne’s please 
visit: www.saintannes.wigan.sch.uk

Visit our blog at stannes.creativeblogs.net


