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Saint Thomas More is a larger than average 
primary school with 430 children from 
nursery to year 6. The proportion of pupils 
from minority ethnic groups and those who 
speak English as an additional language are 
both higher than average. There are twenty 
seven languages spoken in school. School 
Action Plus and SEN is above average. The 
vibrant school ethos is supported by Parish 
links strengthened with weekly visits from 
our Parish Priest. Children attend Mass 
at the church every week when our Altar 
Servers minister. We have a strong sense of 
purpose and our mission statement: ‘Learn 
and Grow as God’s Holy People’ places God 
at the centre of everything that we do and 
say.

The Ofsted Inspection of 2009 noted 
inconsistency in teaching and in the 
quality of feedback marking. Following the 
inspection, a new feedback marking policy 
was introduced and CPD sessions were 
offered to all staff, including our Learning 
Assistants. It took time, but our feedback 
marking slowly strengthened and became 
fully integrated into our teaching and 
learning. 

In 2011 we had an Ofsted/HMI ‘Single 
Subject Maths Inspection’ where it was 
noted:

“The quality of marking of pupils’ work is 
good, and is consistent across teachers”. 

Assessment for Learning strategies are now 
strong in our school, with marking being 
a key element of the cycle. Clear learning 
intentions matched to the pupils’ needs; 
success criteria; effective questioning; 
target setting; careful analysis of data; high 
quality interventions (such as Numbers 
Count) and high expectations set within 
a positive climate for learning, have been 
key to the improvements in attainment and 
achievement.

Our most recent Ofsted in 2012 noted:

“Teachers make sure pupils are very clear 
about what level they are working at, and 
pupils use their targets well to improve their 
learning and progress. Marking in literacy 
books is thorough and teachers skilfully 
identify the next step in their learning for 
pupils and then give them time to respond. 
Consequently, pupils’ achievement in 
writing is improving.”
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We worked hard on unpicking what ‘good’ 
looks like in a lesson; setting up lesson 
study and mentoring to support teachers in 
improving their practice. We built up a very 
positive climate in school so that teachers 
felt that they could ask for support and we 
adopted more of an ‘open door policy’ where 
staff could drop in to see good practice.  We 
used the expertise that we already had in our 
school to drive the standards in teaching and 
learning. We had an emphasis always on the 
learning, preferring to see a ‘guide on side’ 
in lessons, rather than a ‘sage on stage!’ 
‘Every child progressing all of the time’ was 
another phrase constantly used and one that 
had a great effect on driving standards and 
improving teaching.

Our end of key stage data is improving year 
on year in reading, writing and maths:

KS2 attainment 2013 level 4:

Reading: 98.3%     Writing: 95%      Maths: 
98.3%

KS2 attainment 2013 level 5:

Reading: 51.7%     Writing: 41.2%    Maths: 
50%

A big drive on the teaching of maths to 
the more able resulted in 15% of children 
achieving a level 6 in 2013.

We put huge importance on in-year progress. 
In 2013 all year groups made more than 

expected progress in reading, writing and 
maths. Pupil progress meetings, moderation 
meetings, giving staff ownership of their 
data and having high expectations have all 
supported this.

We are not just about standards in the basics. 
We have developed a broad, exciting and 
relevant curriculum for the children. We 
believe in ‘making the memories’ and plan 
for enrichment days throughout the year. 
We have residential visits in year 4, 5 and 6 
that support our outdoor learning. We have 
outstanding PE provision, delivered by our 
PE coach; a specialist language teacher 
for upper key stage 2 and a broad range of 
before and after school clubs. The recent 
Pupil Premium funding has enabled us to 
offer enriching experiences by, for example, 
performing ‘Joseph’ in a City theatre.

We are blessed with wonderful children, 
supportive families, caring staff and 
a governing  body who has a good 
understanding of the school.  It is exciting to 
see our school grow towards ‘outstanding’.


