
School Inspection Performance

Government Initiatives IQ

Our vision is to provide a happy, nurturing 
and stimulating environment where children 
will recognise and achieve their fullest 
potential so that they are well equipped to 
meet the challenges of education, work and 
life.

Our school is a place of Christian values 
where children learn positive character 
attributes.  Our pupils become confident, 
motivated life-long learners through a 
holistic, challenging, purposeful curriculum.  
Both the outdoor environment and technology 
are used to maximise opportunities and 
provide a context for learning where children 
are encouraged to take risks and develop 
enquiring, investigative minds.

Our children, parents, staff, governors and the 
wider community make a contribution and are 
valued as individuals.

St Mary’s pupils treat others as they 
would like to be treated, show respect, are 
responsible, accountable, fair, honest and 
courageous, have empathy, persevere, show 
initiative and optimism and act with integrity.

St Mary’s is slightly larger than the average-
sized primary school and is currently 
undergoing expansion. The proportion of 
pupils supported through school action is 
above average, and the proportion supported 
at school action plus or with a statement of 
special educational needs is above average. 

The proportion of pupils who speak English 
as an additional language has increased since 
the last inspection to approximately 25%. 
This includes New Commonwealth, Polish 
and other Eastern European children. 

The proportion of pupils 
known to be eligible for the 
pupil premium is 45.1%, 
which is significantly higher 
than the national average. 
The school provides 
a breakfast club each 
morning. There is a Children’s Centre on the 
same site run by the local authority which is 
subject to a separate inspection by Ofsted. 

The school meets the current government 
floor standards, which set the minimum 
expectations of attainment and progress. The 
school has a number of awards including 
Investors in People, Basic Skills Quality 
Mark and Green Flag Award.  

This is a good school.  Pupils make good 
progress overall from low starting points and 
attain standards above national expectations 
in reading and writing, and well above in 
mathematics, by the end of Key Stage 2. 
Progress accelerates in Key Stage 2 and in 
this key stage is outstanding in mathematics. 

The nurturing approach in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage means the children settle 
quickly and get off to a good start. 

Teaching is good, and some is outstanding. 
Teachers are enthusiastic and have high 
expectations of what pupils can achieve. 
Teachers plan in detail to meet the needs and 
interests of different pupils. 
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Praise and encouragement are used 
effectively and pupils are keen to learn. 

Positive, caring relationships are a strength of 
the school. Pupils are happy and feel safe and 
looked after. They behave well and are polite 
and considerate. Different groups of pupils 
get on well together.  

Strong leadership is having a positive impact 
on teaching and performance. As a result the 
school has improved since the last inspection. 
Senior leaders are ambitious for the school 
and their vision is shared by all staff. 

The curriculum provides pupils with many 
rich experiences, which develop basic skills 
and contribute highly effectively to their 
personal and social development. Children at 
this school are well prepared for the future.  

The quality of teaching is good. Teaching 
is usually at least good with some that 
is outstanding. Evidence from school 
monitoring and tracking systems and from 
work in pupils’ books clearly indicates that 
teaching is good over time and is contributing 
effectively to pupils’ good progress.  

In the best lessons, pupils are inspired and 
motivated to learn within a positive learning 
environment. Teachers have high expectations 
and use skilful questioning to enable pupils 
to develop their thinking and check their 
understanding. Pupils are encouraged to 
reflect on and share their experiences. They 
express their emerging ideas confidently, 
knowing that their efforts will be valued, such 
as when Year 6 pupils grapple with deriving 
complex number facts involving decimals and 
very large numbers.   

Detailed planning demonstrates clear 
progression and is used well in most cases to 
develop basic skills across the curriculum.  

In most lessons rigorous and accurate 
ongoing assessment ensures that activities 
and resources are closely matched to differing 
needs and abilities. Precisely targeted 
interventions and the highly skilled support 
provided by teaching assistants enable all 
groups of pupils, including disabled pupils, 
those who have special educational needs and 
those for whom the pupils premium provides 
support, to make good progress.  

Teachers’ marking and feedback in pupils’ 
workbooks clearly identifies the strengths 
in pupils’ work. Pupils appreciate this and 
also the guidance provided about what they 
need to do to improve their work further. 
Opportunities for assessing their own work, 
and that of their peers, are used well.  

Pupils are highly appreciative of their teach-
ers. They feel that lessons are fun and that 
teachers work hard to make lessons interest-
ing for them. They particularly enjoy enrich-
ment activities and 
cross-curricular topic 
work.  
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For more information 
please visit:

www.stmarysdeane.net


