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Loving to Learn, 
Learning to Love

St Mark’s is a much larger than average 
primary school with 380 pupils, many 
of whom have English as an additional 
language with over twenty languages spoken 
in school.  The school has a high mobility due 
to pupils arriving throughout each term who 
are new to English; therefore our PSHCE 
curriculum and induction process is crucial 
in ensuring pupils are ready to learn.  The 
table below shows the mobility of pupils 
and the percentage of pupils who are new 
to English for the academic year 2012/13.  
Ofsted acknowledged that the school faces 
challenging circumstances.

Our journey for improvement began in March 
2011 when the school was eventually removed 
from Special Measures.  At this time the school 
could only be judged as Satisfactory due to the 

levels of attainment in English and Mathematics 
and the following key issue was identified;

“Further develop the school’s curriculum 
so that it consistently provides imaginative 
and effective opportunities for learning and 
applies key skills in literacy and numeracy 

to reflect the cultural diversity of the school 
and the wider community”.

In June 2013 the school was inspected 
and was judged to be Good across all 
aspects with outstanding features due to the 
following improvements being implemented.

Within the context of our school, language 
development is a barrier. To address this 
we developed an assessment profile for 
all children in the early stages of English 
acquisition.  This enables teachers to track 
their progress effectively and implement 
strategies appropriate to the stage of their 
English development.  All staff accessed 
training from ‘Stoke Speaks Out’ which 

St Mark’s CE (A) 
Primary School

Year Group Percentage 
mobility

% Pupils new 
to English

Reception 21.07% 12.28%
Year 1 15.62% 10.9%
Year 2 53.65% 17%
Year 3 23.33% 11.66%
Year 4 20.75% 16.98%
Year 5 39.21% 11.76%
Year 6 9.25% 3.7%
Total 24.28% 11.87%
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helped everyone in school to have a 
shared understanding of the links between 
communication and attachment.  Our latest 
Ofsted report states that, “The pupils who 
speak English as an additional language are 
very well supported and often make good 
and some make outstanding progress”.

In December 2011, we received training 
and support from Focus Education and 
developed a curriculum which was fit 
for purpose.  The Learning Challenge 
Curriculum was developed with our 
children’s interests and experiences at the 
heart. All children either go on a visit or 
have a visitor in school to support their 
learning and widen their knowledge of the 
world every half term.  Parents pay half 
of the cost of any visit with the remaining 
being paid through Pupil Premium funding.  
Ofsted reported that, “The curriculum 
enables pupils to progress well with their 
basic skills and provides creative and 
stimulating activities. This enables pupils to 
enjoy their time at the school and to achieve 
well. There is a range of after-school 
activities that are very popular”. 

We have developed a rigorous system 
for analysing pupil data and identifying 
children at risk of under-achievement. These 
children are then discussed in detail at a half 
termly Pupil Progress Meeting where the 
teachers meet with the Headteacher, Deputy 
Headteacher and the SENCo.  Clear lines of 
accountability for pupil progress have been 
established and have impacted positively 
on attainment and progress outcomes for all 
pupils. Ofsted recognised that, “From their 
starting points, pupils make good progress 
and some make outstanding progress during 
their time at St Mark’s”.

Since September 2010 new staff have been 
appointed to the Leadership Team.  We have 
worked hard to ensure all staff are developed 
and their strengths recognised.   Ofsted 
identified that, “The leaders and managers at 
all levels share a common vision for striving 
for the very best for all the pupils across the 
school”. 

The key to our success has not only been a 
drive to raise educational standards but also 
a focus on nurturing our pupils so that they 
can access learning and achieve. We have 
recently re-visited our school values with all 
stakeholders.  These values centre around 
RESPECT and are integral to daily life at St 
Mark’s.   Ofsted recognised, “The Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural aspects of pupils’ 
learning are outstanding in a fully inclusive 
environment”.  We are immensely proud of 
this quote. 


