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St Francis Xavier’s College 
Pupils succeed where Tradition and 

Innovation come together 
 

 
 

By Les Rippon, Head teacher 
 
St Francis Xavier’s is an 11-18 comprehensive school 
of 1300 students in south Liverpool.  We aim for 
excellence in all aspects of College life and nowhere is 
this seen more clearly than in the improved academic 
performance of youngsters over the last 5 years.  This 
was clearly recognised by Ofsted in February 2010 
where inspectors reported that “…the performance of 
the school is improving significantly in many key 
aspects, such as attainment in English and 
Mathematics”.  They went on to say that “..they 
[students] are outstandingly well prepared for their 
future economic wellbeing”. 
 
The College offers a rich and varied curriculum to 
students of all abilities.  It is designed to stretch the 
gifted and to encourage those who need additional 
support. 
 
Latin and Greek, Modern Foreign Languages, and the 
Separate Sciences are all taught at GCSE. At the same 

time students may opt for vocational routes in Sport 
and Business.  Alongside these pathways students have 
the opportunity to opt into one of the new Diplomas 
through our work with partner schools. 
 
The College has worked hard to improve the academic 
achievement of its students.  Our success is the result 
of a number of factors: 
 

 The development of a curriculum where 
tradition and innovation go hand in hand 
which enables students to choose from 
personalised pathways at Key Stage 4 and 
beyond.   

 The existence of a “can do” culture amongst 
students through a supportive mentoring 
programme. 

 The provision of on-site study facilities before 
and after school every day (from 7.30am until 
6pm). 

 The close monitoring and tracking of student 
progress and use of associated intervention 
programmes. 

 The effective use of ambitious and challenging 
personal targets for students based on 4 levels 
of progress between Key Stages 2 and 4 

 The outstanding pastoral support systems 
which encourage confidence for greater 
achievement. 

 The embedding throughout the school of our 
specialist status as a Maths and Computing 
College 

 The developing use of modern technology 
including podcasts, class voting systems and 
learning platforms. 

 The focussed information flows between 
parents and the College. 

 The careful use of “early entry” for key 
subjects including English and Maths. 

 
Students flourish at the College because they find a 
supportive and friendly environment that challenges 
them and enables them to thrive. 
 

 


