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“A FLOURISHING ACADEMIC 
COMMUNITY”

In January 2010 St. Edmund Arrowsmith 
Catholic Centre for Learning relocated to a 
new £25 million site. The opening ceremony 
was led by Archbishop Kelly.

The Governors of the learning centre insisted 
that the name, identity, uniform and staff 
made the transition such was the growing 
reputation of the school.

This ensured that the strong Catholic and 
community ethos remained firmly in the 
Centre’s new foundation.

In September 2013 record numbers of 
students will enrol (1050) an increase of 220 
students in five years.

The relocation process was a great example 
of the learning community accepting a 
challenge and finding a successful outcome.

St Edmund Arrowsmith 
Catholic Centre for Learning

A Specialist Technology College

The outstanding technology, sporting, music, 
dance and drama facilities are motivating not 
only the students but the whole community 
to take part in leisure and academic pursuits 
seven days per week.

The growing reputation of the Centre is 
based upon positive professional partnerships 
enjoyed by Governors, parents, students, 
staff and members of the local community.

This has led to improvements in attendance, 
achievement and attainment.

Students are happy in the Centre. The 
“Positive Attitude to School and Self” 
(PASS) revealed that the fifteen categories 
surveyed from all students (Years 7-10) had a 
positive outcome. This was further evidence 
of trust and confidence between the learning 
community.

Ofsted reported that “the Centre provides 
outstanding care, guidance and support”. 
This was the third consecutive outstanding 
judgement for this segment.

The rapidly changing culture and maturity 
of the students is further exemplified 
by the commitment of the students to 
responsibilities within the community.
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Key Stage 4 students have trained to mentor 
younger students academically and pastorally. 
An example is supporting Year 6 students 
working towards their SATS examinations. 
Trained sports leaders are an invaluable help 
to local primary schools. An example of 
community cohesion is the students signed 
up to the BHF Heartstart training programme. 
Two defibrillators have been provided through 
students and staff fundraising.

Students in Year 9 study GCSE Citizenship 
voluntarily after the normal learning day so that 
they can understand local issues.

The Centre is proud to have two Princess Diana 
award winners. The prestigious national award 
was presented to Tony Cavanagh and Claire 
Brien for services to the local community.

The respect of staff and students to each 
other develops trust and commitment. Staff 
recruitment is managed through student 
teacher partnerships with local universities 
and Teach First. This ensures quality of 
performance. A growing number of staff 
provide training in all aspects across the 
authority, another example of confidence and 
expertise.

A key feature of the growth of students is the 
excellent “progression programme” reaching 
out to Year 4 vulnerable students as well 
as gifted and talented. The Centre provides 
staff to teach at primary feeder schools in 
subjects such as Technology, ICT and MFL 
using its specialism. Summer schools have 
functioned for fifteen years and are key to this 
programme.

A curriculum judged to be outstanding on 
three separate occasions by Ofsted has lifted 
academic standards and expectations so much 
so that aspirational targets are now surpassed. 
“The outstanding curriculum constantly 
reviewed provides personal pathways at both 
key stages”. A new system of six weekly 
assessments has been added to focus students 
on achieving at least three levels of progress. 
Work smarter not harder is the new mantra 
with rewards matching success.

As the culture of learning continues to grow the 
Centre has an exciting future striving to deliver 
its mission statement of “living life to the full 
whilst looking for the common good”.

For more information please visit us at;

www.seaonline.org.uk


