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St Bernadette Catholic Primary School has 
been at the heart of Catholic education in 
London Colney for over 40 years. It is very 
different to the school I inherited in 2011 – a 
school that certainly seemed to have lost its 
way. As Headteacher, I am extremely proud 
and privileged to belong to a community  
working together in partnership to meet the 
challenges and opportunities of our mission 
statement to:   

‘Learn to grow in knowledge, faith and love 
through friendship with Jesus and Mary.’ 

 

Being a Catholic school, the distinctive service 
that we offer is based on our commitment to 
inspire, and be inspired, by a ‘spirit of love’. 
Whilst the progress and changes did not happen 
over night, St. Bernadette Catholic Primary 
School is now a strong learning community 
where the spiritual, moral, intellectual, social 
and physical development of the children is 
nurtured and developed in a secure environment. 
With Christ at the centre of all that we do, the 
Gospel values are the criteria against which the 
life, progress and faith journey of the School 
community are assessed, challenged and 
renewed.

Securing good and outstanding teaching was 
a decisive factor in improving pupil progress. 
A high turnover of staff at any one time is 
never ideal; at the start of this academic year 
(2013) we had six new teachers, five of whom 
were NQT’s! Our first recruitment criterion 
did not include ‘a first-class Honours degree’; 
we wanted like-minded colleagues who saw 
the great potential in all pupils, who were 
able to motivate, engage and inspire by their 
own passion and zeal to be a lifelong learner. 
In this respect, we consider ourselves to be a 
forerunner to ‘teaching schools’ without the 
prestigious title or remuneration. 

As many schools will testify, success and 
lasting improvement are only possible through 
a genuine commitment to do one’s best and 
to strive for excellence at all costs. It is not 
a journey for the faint hearted; neither can it 
be undertaken alone – a fact that was astutely 
acknowledged by our Ofsted inspectors: “The 
headteacher, key leaders, staff and governors 
have worked well together in bringing about 
necessary improvements.”

We are very fortunate and thankful to be 
supported by the Diocese of Westminster 
and our local authority, Hertfordshire in our 
mission. 
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Parents too, stand shoulder to shoulder with us 
on our journey. Together, we share a vision for 
each child to be cherished and have fun in these 
formative years, while offering them the best 
opportunities for an excellent education. 

From our humble starting point, our latest KS2 
results testify that we are significantly above 
national figures in all areas, particularly at Level 
5. 

Transforming our school, as stated previously, 
could not be achieved by any one individual, 
irrespective of their passion, potential and 
capacity; success relies on teamwork and I was 
therefore delighted to have the skills and expertise 
of my senior management team and my governing 
body every step of the way. The governors’ 
foresight and commitment demonstrated exactly 
what was required from each and every one of us 
within the school community – a crucial factor 
that did not go amiss with Ofsted: “Members of 
the governing body are enthusiastic and have 
a clear overview of the school’s performance. 
In particular, they recognise the school’s rapid 
journey of improvement under the headteacher’s 
leadership. There is a good understanding of 
pupils’ attainment and progress.”

We now offer an inclusive curriculum, delivered 
by a caring, highly skilled, and professional 
staff with 100% of teaching currently being 
good or better and 60% of which is outstanding. 
Collectively, our focus is on monitoring the 

standards of teaching, moderating learning 
outcomes, establishing pupil progress targets and 
building challenge for all. We have now become 
a school offering excellence and enjoyment, not 
only in terms of academia, but also in sporting 
achievements. For example we have won three 
sporting awards in this year including Primary 
School of the Year Award.  

Our  2013 Ofsted report is a celebration of what 
we can achieve when our entire community works 
together. We will ensure that we build upon our 
success to become an outstanding school. Likewise 
we will not stand still nor become complacent. I am 
convinced that it is our team approach that makes 
us the successful school we have become; proud 
to be at St Bernadette Catholic Primary school and 
proud of what we achieve.

KS2 results 2013 Level 4+ Level 5+

Maths 92 54

Reading 92 71

Writing 96 54

English grammar, punctuation 
and spelling

88 63


