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St Anne’s School and Sixth Form College is an 
“OUTSTANDING” day school with residential 
provision, catering for pupils with severe 
learning difficulties and complex needs aged 
two to nineteen years. Currently we have 159 
pupils on roll.  There are strong links with local 
schools, and an involvement in activities offered 
by colleges and activity centres.

The overall strategic development of the school, 
including finance, staffing and legislative 
compliance focuses on improving outcomes for 
pupil’s in line with the school’s motto “We all 
achieve”.

The EYFS and lower school classes are nurturing, 
thriving learning environments. Pupils are 
introduced to structure and routines from a very 
early age and these are built upon as they move 
through Lower school. A thematic approach 
is used, which encompasses cross curricular 
learning. The Curriculum is broad and disparate 
enabling every pupil to achieve. In addition to 
communication, computing and basic skills 
training, learning opportunities also include 
drama, hydro therapy, wheel chair dancing, 
trampolining, community visits, inclusion, food 
technology and art/pottery. An Augmentative 
communication approach is used to ensure all 
pupils have a voice. 

Around 44% of pupils are on the autistic 
spectrum. Their curriculum has a focus on 
developing social communication, emotional 
regulation and transitioning skills. SCERTs, 
TEACCH and ABA approaches are used to 
enhance learning.

August 2017 the school was awarded Autism 
Accreditation by the National Autistic Society, 
a special commendation was awarded for 
community links. 

Inclusion links have flourished over time at St 
Anne’s. Most pupils in lower school now spend 
a weekly session in a mainstream class in a local 
school. This has mutual benefits for all pupils 
in terms of developing social and inter personal 
skills and gaining an understanding of diversity. 

The Sensory Curriculum is designed to provide 
education for pupils who have profound and 
multiple learning difficulties, who require 
specialised management for physical disabilities, 
sensory impairments and complex medical 
needs.

This Curriculum supports and develops 
strengths and abilities and is finely stepped so 
that progression can be achieved.

The curriculum embraces five areas of sensory-
motor development:

• Sensory Cognitive
• Communication
• Social
• Motor 
• Life Skills

Upper school students have the opportunity for 
community visits and various sporting and arts 
activities.  This includes our annual entry into 
Rock Challenge.  KS4 students are given the 
opportunity to take part in work experience both 
in house and with local businesses and work 
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towards both ASDAN and AQA awards and 
qualifications which continues into the sixth 
form, with the addition of OCR examinations.

The sixth form students take part in enterprise 
activities such as running a fruit and vegetable 
shop, café, or pop-up bakery with opportunities 
to problem solve and apply their skills across a 
range of situations. 

With an onsite horticultural centre and a variety 
of small animals students learn how to care for 
the needs of the animals. Students attend a local 
secondary school to support the recycling of 
their waste materials. Through the Archbishop 
of York award they learn the skills needed to 
be successful young leaders and work on action 
projects to bring about successful change in their 
local community. 

In their final year students learn skills in 
independence through the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and develop work skills. 

The Residence, currently supports 49 young 
people enjoy overnight stays over the period 

of a week. Short breaks are of 1 or 2 nights 
each week, on a regular basis; this affords, 
young people and their families’ continuity. 
The Residence is open for 48 weeks of the 
year, so as a Residential Special School, we 
are an exception to the rule!

We provide a 24 hour structured and 
consistent approach for young people. This 
includes developing self-help, independence, 
social and communication skills. Emotional 
well-being of young people and safety is a 
high priority. 

The Residence is inspected yearly by Ofsted, 
we have been graded as ‘outstanding’ for 3 
consecutive years. 

The well-being of all was a key priority even 
before we embarked upon the Wellbeing 
Award, which we gained in October 2018.
St Anne’s is a very welcoming, nurturing 
and happy place where the well-being of the 
staff, young people and parents is paramount, 
because of this, the whole school community 
feels highly valued. 


