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Shotley Bridge Junior School is a smaller 
than average junior school catering for 153 
pupils aged 7-11 years. It is situated central-
ly in the village of Shotley Bridge, north-
west County Durham.

The school has a two-pronged approach to 
improving performance which combines rig-
orous and tight tracking of progress and moni-
toring of standards in Literacy and Numeracy 
with an inspiring creative curriculum which is 
designed to encourage independent confident 
learning. 

Children usually enter school from our feeder 
infant school with higher than average attain-
ment. Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 has 
remained good over recent years and progress 
has improved as a result of careful monitoring 
and appropriate interventions. The school at-
tracts a significant number of pupils entering 
school at a time other than Year 3 and a high 
proportion of these ’joiners’ have special edu-
cational or social and emotional needs which 
we must work hard to address in a limited time 
frame. 

The development of our woodland by children 
and our wider community over the last three 
years has had a significant impact on the chil-
dren’s motivation and has provided a wealth 
of ‘real’ learning experiences for them. It has 
enabled us to work in a meaningful way with 
the community, including our Village Trust, 
Britain in Bloom and a variety of local busi-
nesses who have sponsored and helped us. In-
ternational companies have also joined us in 
our aim to develop our woodland by providing 
sponsorship so that we can use it for learning 
whilst maintaining the habitat for the badg-
ers, foxes, deer, bats and diverse plant-life. 
AkzoNobel, Toyota and the ESH group have 
all played a part in our continuing journey to 
help our children to grow into responsible citi-
zens who care for and value their environment 
and community. We have also learned  and 
taken  advice from the Woodland Trust and the 
Wildlife Trust, who provided us with a night-
time video camera, opening up the fascinat-
ing nocturnal antics of our woodland animals. 
Our premises manager has a teaching element 
in his post and has co-ordinated the physical 
development of our woodland which includes 
an outdoor auditorium and a classroom work-
space.

Parents and carers have enjoyed joining in 
our learning journeys and we have welcomed 
them as a valuable resource. Grandparents and 
parents have taught our children local crafts, 

Shotley Bridge 
Junior School



School Inspection Performance

Government Initiatives IQ

shared memories and taught games as part 
of our Rights Respecting School work on a 
child’s right to play. They are regular class-
room helpers alongside our Governors who 
are actively involved in the daily life of the 
school placing them in an ideal position to be 
critical and challenging. 

The children are aware that our school is an 
important part of our community and that we 
have a responsibility to ‘give back’ to that 
community whenever we can. They are enter-
prising and intrinsically motivated fund rais-
ers for local charities, our choir sings at local 
church events on a regular basis and we partic-
ipate, together with our feeder infant school, 
in the village Victorian Christmas weekend. 

We also maintain the planting and flower tubs 
near our school.

As a Headteacher, I really value the strengths 
of the staff and distributive leadership has 
enabled teachers to develop into strong mid-
dle leaders who contribute their interests and 
skills willingly. Children’s learning is guided 
by their own questions which are generated 
following a ‘wow’ event which launches the 
school-wide theme and creates genuine inter-
est. Our creative curriculum brings mystery, 
magic and drama to the primary curriculum. 
The skill of the teaching staff is used to en-
sure that learning is rapid and covers essential 
knowledge and skills. 

Reading is at the centre of all we do. We firmly 
believe that reading enables children to access 
the whole world. We all love using tablet tech-
nology and value the amazing knowledge at 
our fingertips on the internet but we also make 
sure our children have opportunities to value 
the beauty and experience of sharing books.

This approach of very structured teaching of 
Literacy and Numeracy combined with in-
vestigative, creative 
learning provides solid 
academic knowledge and 
fires children’s imagina-
tion. Our school is an 
‘ideas factory’ valuing 
creativity and carefully 
crafting experiences to 
nurture the guardians of 
the future.


