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Government Initiatives IQ    1 

Fire Minister Thanks Welsh Firefighters For Work In Haiti 
 

Firefighters from across the UK last night met Fire 

Minister Shahid Malik to tell him about their 
experiences in Haiti and other parts of the world where 

they have been involved in many rescues of people 

from collapsed buildings following earthquakes. 
 

Members of Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service 

that met the Fire Minister included Chief Fire Officer 
Richard Smith, Chairman of the Mid & West Wales 

Fire & Rescue Authority, Cllr Eurfyl Evans, 

Firefighters Gerwyn Howells, Paul Dyson, Phill Irving 

from Pembroke Dock fire station and Dai Fox from 
Morriston fire station. 

 

Fire Minister Shahid Malik said: 
 

"I have been genuinely impressed with the stories I 

have heard about the UK urban search and rescue 

crews who operated in such difficult circumstances, 
and the tireless work they undertook is a testament to 

both their professionalism and selflessness. 

 
"I would like to thank not only those who went to Haiti 

but also those who provided critical support from the 

UK to enable their deployment. The practical 
experience that the USAR crews will take away from 

this operation will contribute to their professional 

skills and benefit the UK if they are needed." 

 
A total of seven firefighters from Mid & West Wales 

Fire & Rescue Service assisted the UK search and 

rescue team in Haiti in saving the lives of four people - 

including a two-year-old girl who had been trapped for 
three days - and provided medical assistance to many 

others. The team had to cope with extreme 

circumstances of devastation and chaos, with 
desperation and crime fuelling a volatile situation; and 

strong aftershocks, making rescue efforts all the more 

difficult. The team searched areas greater than 64 
square miles and also went to two critical areas outside 

of Port au Prince (Leogane and Petite Guave). 

 

Chief Fire Officer, Richard Smith said: 
 

"I am extremely proud of the team from Mid and West 

Wales and the impact they have been able to make in 
the aftermath of this terrible earthquake. They are truly 

special people to be able to work in these types of 

situations." 

 
Chairman of Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue 

Authority, said: 

 
"Our firefighters did a great job in difficult 

circumstances and thankfully all the team came back 

fit and well and proud of their involvement in one of 
the most significant disasters in the world" 

 

The firefighters who met the Fire Minister were from 

Mid and West Wales, Greater Manchester, Hampshire, 
Kent, Lancashire, Lincolnshire, West Midlands and 

West Sussex and Fire and Rescue Services. 


