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Ridgeway High School is a mixed all-ability 
school which is smaller than average. The 
school has a greater proportion of boys than 
girls and is located in an area of high social 
deprivation. 51% of the pupil population are on 
the SEN register and nearly 40% of the pupils 
are eligible for Free School Meals.

As a Leading Edge, High Performing Specialist 
Business, Enterprise and Languages college we 
promote the importance of all pupils acquiring 
the key skills which will prepare them for the 
challenges of the twenty first century.

In 2008 the school was a National Challenge 
School as a consequence of not achieving 
the government floor targets in English and 
Maths. As the newly appointed Headteacher I 
worked with the Leadership team to identify 
what strategies could be put into place to 
secure rapid improvements in the standards 
of pupil attainment. It was agreed that a 
more active approach to learning was to be 
implemented.

Schemes of work were reviewed and 
approaches to teaching and learning evaluated.
A further approach was to ensure that a 
wide range of additional extended learning 
opportunities were provided to support pupil 
progress. Pupils were invited to attend a wide 
range of booster sessions which took place after 
school and an extended Friday session was 
created with pupils being taught until after 9 pm 
at night! In addition a number of intervention 
strategies were implemented that included:

• Study Clubs
• Residential study weekends, at the Peace 

Centre in Warrington
• Weekend and Friday night booster sessions
• Intense Study Days, where the timetable 

was collapsed for the delivery of master 
classes

• Holiday revision sessions
• Exam preparation breakfast

In addition to the school based extended 
learning opportunities a commitment was made 
to developing more community linked activities 
so that pupils, parents and carers could become 
actively engaged in the life of the school.

Raising aspirations of students has been a 
fundamental priority in achieving the ambitious 
attainment targets and supporting pupil 
progress.  A wide and diverse programme of 
activities has been undertaken to enable pupils 
to aim-high and experience University and 
Higher Education. 
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Efforts were made to secure additional 
funding to develop other facilities on site 
such as a garden where pupils could learn 
to grow plants and vegetables which were 
to be sold to the local community.

The Leadership team actively sought 
out a variety of ways that the school 
could engage in both local and national 
competitions to ensure that the profile of 
the school was highlighted positively and 
secured external awards. In 2009 the school 
was awarded The Toshiba ICT Learning 
Redesign Award as a school demonstrating 
that an effective and innovative use of 
ICT has transformed learning. Further 
awards have been secured since then 
including Bronze Award Investors In 
People, Artsmark Silver, International 
School Award, the RBS Personal Finance 
Education Award for best all-round 
approach to Personal Finance Education for 
young people.

In June 2012 the school was the first school 
in the area to secure the Young People 
Friendly Award which recognises the 
inclusivity of the school.

In June 2010 the school was subject 
to an Ofsted inspection and secured 
outstanding judgements across the board. 
We were particularly thrilled to be judged 
Outstanding in teaching and learning, with 
a high proportion of the lessons observed 
achieving the outstanding criteria.

Since 2010 the school has continued to go 
from strength to strength and has twice 
been recognised as being in the top 10% of 
schools and academies nationally based on 
value-added scores for students achieving 
5+A*-C GCSES including English and 
mathematics.

This year the school was acknowledged 
for being among the top 10% of schools 
and academies nationally based on the 
improvement from 2008 to 2011 in the 
percentage of pupils achieving 5+A* to C 
including English and Mathematics. It was 
acknowledged that the school had achieved 
an outstanding 24 point increase since 
2008.

Recently we have been informed that 
we are to have a New Build through the 
Priority School Building Programme which 
will present us with the opportunity to offer 
high quality teaching and learning with 
enhanced facilities.

For more information on Ridgeway High 
School please visit:

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk 

Or contact;

Noctorum Avenue
Prenton, 
Merseyside 
CH43 9EB

0151 678 3322


