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Modern Britain is a multi-cultural, multi-faith

society, made up of Christians, Muslims,

Hindus, Jews, Sikhs and people of other

faiths. The Commonwealth is also made up of

peoples with different religious beliefs.

The Queen's role as Head of State and Head of

Commonwealth is to respect and recognise these

various faiths, and to promote tolerance and

understanding between people of different

religions.

This is reflected in The Queen's Christmas and

Commonwealth broadcast speeches, which have

often addressed the theme of religious tolerance.

In her Christmas Message in 2004, for example,

The Queen remarked: "Everyone is our

neighbour, no matter what race, creed or colour."

Members of different denominations faiths are

represented at major Royal ceremonial occasions

with a religious dimension - for example,

weddings, funerals and services of thanksgiving.

The Queen has also hosted a number of events

which bring representatives of all denominations

and faiths together - for example, a reception at

Buckingham Palace for leaders of different

religions in 2002.

Although Supreme Governor of the Church of

England, throughout her reign The Queen has

recognised other denominations within the

Christian faith, attending various ecumenical

gatherings and services.

During the course of her visits throughout the

UK and overseas, The Queen has visited the

places of worship of many different faiths,

meeting religious leaders and worshippers.

In 2002 The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh

visited Highgate Hill Murugan Hindu Temple in

North London. In the same year The Queen met

worshippers at a community mosque in

Scunthorpe.

In 2006 The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh

attended a reception to mark the 350th

anniversary of the Jewish Community in Great

Britain at St James's Palace, London.

In 2008 The Queen visited the Green Mosque

during a State visit to Turkey.

The Prince of Wales has long called for an

acknowledgement of the strengths of other

religious traditions, and for greater mutual

understanding amongst the adherents of the

world's different faiths.

The Prince's efforts to foster a greater

understanding between Islam and the West have

attracted particular attention. His Royal Highness

has been Patron of the Oxford Centre for Islamic

Studies since 1993.

The Prince of Wales has also demonstrated his

respect for the other faiths by visiting their holy

places and places of worship, including the Sri

Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara Sikh Temple in

Southall opened in June 2003 and the Bevis

Marks synagogue in central London.
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