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Reasons to celebrate 
 
 
In 1861 in the centre of Kingston upon Hull Joseph 
Henry Fenner started his business manufacturing 
leather belts for industry in the north of England. 
There is little chance that he imagined that either 
the great-great-granddaughter of the current Queen, 
Victoria, would be celebrating her 85th birthday 
after nearly 60 years on the throne or that Fenner 
PLC would be a FTSE 250 company with over 80 
factories and branches across the globe. 
 
During the 1920’s, when the Queen was born, 
Fenner was moving into coated, woven power 
transmission belts that in the following decade led 
to endless rubber v-belts which became 
synonymous with the Fenner name. It was also 
during the 1930’s that Fenner became a public 
company and began to grow across the 
Commonwealth. 
 
At the time of the Coronation in 1953, Fenner 
revolutionised mine safety with its development of 
inherently safe fire-resistant conveyor belting – 
Fenaplast. This product not only continues to be 
sold for use in  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

underground coal mines across the globe but led 
directly to Fenner becoming the largest heavy-
weight conveyor belting manufacturer in the world. 
 
In this anniversary year Fenner is a world leader in 
reinforced polymer products employing more than 
4,000 people worldwide with 850 based in the UK. 
With our headquarters just seven miles from the 
original location Fenner today comprises the 
following 
businesses: 
 
 Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Belting is the 

world’s largest manufacturer of heavyweight 
conveyor belting 

 
 Fenner Drives designs and manufactures 

problem-solving power transmission, 
conveying and motion transfer components 

 
 Fenner Precision is a global leader for printing 

and paper handling components 
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Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Belting Fenner Drives Fenner Precision

James Dawson hose

 
 
 James Dawson manufactures advanced silicone 

and rubber hose and was a winner of the 
Queen’s Award for Enterprise in 2005 

 
 Prodesco develops highly specialised technical 

fabrics for the industrial and aerospace markets 
with Secant Medical leading in engineering 
innovative implantable textile components for 
medical applications. 

 
 xeridiem Medical Devices designs and 

produces cutting-edge silicone-based devices 
for the medical industry.  

 
 Fenner Advanced Sealing Technologies is an 

industry leader in the design, manufacture and 
processing of precision, high quality, high 
performance fluid seals. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Fenner’s progress would not have been possible 
without the dedication and loyalty of our highly 
motivated, technically skilled and innovative 
people who are also the key to the future.  
 
 
 
Fenner is proud to celebrate its sesquicentennial in 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 85th year. 
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