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The years 1926 and 2011 are 
recorded in history as very 
special ones for cricket in 
England and Wales.  

 
For the fifth and final test match of the Ashes Series in 
1926 England recalled the 48 year old Wilfred Rhodes 
and provided a second Test cap to the 21 year old fast 
bowler Harold Larwood. It was Jack Hobbs and Herbert 
Sutcliffe who led from the front for England scoring 100 
and 161 respectively to enable the England Captain 
Percy Chapman to proudly hold aloft the Ashes on that 
memorable Oval day. 85 years later and Ashes history 
was repeated to the joy of all England cricket supporters 
when it was Andrew Strauss’s team who triumphed in 
Australia and the celebrations could commence at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground. 
 

 
 
1926 was also the year in which MCC played an 
unofficial Test in Bombay against India – six years 
before the first official Test match between England and 
India which will culminate in the 100th encounter 
between these two nations in July this summer at Lord’s 
Cricket ground. 
 
Her Majesty has generously graced cricket with her 
presence providing many of the most memorable 
moments for both players and spectators in attendance on 
those wonderful occasions. Few will forget the scenes in 
February 1975 when Garry Sobers was knighted in 
Bridgetown, Barbados, Her Majesty officially opening 
the National Cricket Performance Centre at 
Loughborough University in 2003, the celebrations at 

Buckingham 
Palace to mark the 
Ashes success in 
2005 or the 
presentation of the 
teams to Her 
Majesty at our 
international 
matches.  
 
Cricket is part of 
the great culture of 
our nation. Thanks 

to the efforts of the Cricket Foundation more than 1 
million children have been introduced to cricket in state 
schools and our community clubs throughout the 
country. Our men’s and women’s teams are current 
holders of ICC world cricket titles but it is the work of 
the thousands of volunteers and the strength of club and 
county cricket in villages, towns and cities throughout 
England and Wales that adds so much enjoyment to 
families and communities in our great nation. 
 

 
 
On behalf of our 8000 clubs and cricket supporters the 
ECB is honoured to send our loyal greetings to Her 
Majesty on the occasion of the 85th birthday 
celebrations. 1926 and 2011 were great years for cricket 
but it is the birthday celebrations which mark the years 
out to be treasured in the rich history of our nation. 
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