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I became Headteacher of Putnoe in 2005 when it 
was a Lower School with 160 pupils. In 2011 we 
became the first Primary School in the Borough 
and now have 580 pupils – we are projected to 
reach 630 as we move three form entry through the 
rest of KS2.

Putnoe Primary School takes a significant number 
of its children from an area ranked in the top 20% 
of the most deprived in the country. 42% of our 
children receive Pupil Premium funding and over 
one third is from ethnic minority backgrounds.

Due to the difficult circumstances that many of 
our children therefore routinely find themselves, 
we recognise the need to provide creative learning 
experiences that support us in our mission of 
helping all pupils delight in achievement.

This has, in turn, required a transformation in the 
way we plan, and then deliver, the curriculum. 
We have incorporated a number of key skills in to 
every lesson and developed our own set of values  
in order to empower our children to be confident 
and successful learners in whatever career they 
choose.

We believe our children prosper and are more 
likely to learn if they experience a curriculum 
that celebrates all of their talents, not just a small 

number of them. With this in mind, the arts are 
important because they serve to leverage our 
children’s talents and abilities that would otherwise 
be untouched.

Indeed, at Putnoe Primary we have, and continue 
to, experience first-hand how the arts can have 
a positive impact on learning by cutting across 
racial, cultural, social, educational and economic 
boundaries. The arts also help raise our children’s 
self-esteem, develop both independence and 
collaboration, make it possible to use personal 
strengths in meaningful ways and exercise higher 
order thinking skills that provide the means for 
every pupil to learn.

For example, at the end of the 
summer term 2013 our Senior 
Leadership Team made it their 
priority to restructure the key 
skills and values that support 
our children’s learning as well 
as develop a culture that makes 
it ‘OK’ to fail in the pursuit of 
excellence. We achieved this 
by producing a ‘Passport to 
Learning’. The arts have played 
a significant role in defining the 
outcome of this Project, which is 
also supported by our assessment 
framework.
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As part of the ‘Passport for Learning’ project, we 
worked with a local actor to develop a unit of work 
that culminated in a performance to parents before 
the end of the autumn term. Aesop’s Fables and the 
work of a local artist, Edward Bawden, were used 
as a starting point.

Then every child in the school produced art 
work, wrote plays, created music and used ICT. 
Children were involved in producing leaflets, 
generating language to champion our values (this 
language “oozed out” of our whispering wall) and 
directing front and back of stage. Our ‘journalists’ 
interviewed before and during the event and radio 
broadcasts were delivered across the school.

We attach huge importance to our learning 
environment as a means of raising attainment and 
accelerating learning. The introduction of a new 
curriculum framework is giving us the opportunity 
to review our practice and develop new and exciting 
learning opportunities for our children. Our 
creative curriculum now focuses on subject areas, 
a move we felt was necessary to ensure coverage 
and opportunity. A curriculum that tried to deliver 
all subjects under a ‘topic title’ served only to dilute 
the content of the foundation subjects.

I would encourage you to embrace Awards as 
a platform on which to develop creative and 
global learning and embed this teaching across 
the curriculum. Artsmark Gold, Arts Award, 
International Schools Award, Eco Schools 
Ambassador Status, the Science, Geography, 
Design and ICT Quality Marks are just some of 
the Awards that have helped us develop cultural 
learning opportunities in our curriculum and raise 
standards.

Highlighting this, our commitment to the arts 
has supported us in achieving Foundation 
Stage Average Point Scores that have been 
consistently above national average. Our overall 
average point scores at KS1 indicate a baseline 
above national average and, although life in 
UKS2 is still in its infancy, achievement in Year 
6 is in line with national averages for combined 
reading, writing and maths, above national for 
maths and significantly above for EGPaS.

The power of the arts is to remind us what we 
each have to offer, and what we all have in 
common; to help us understand our history and 
imagine our future; to give us hope in moments 
of struggle and to bring us together when nothing 
else will.

In the end it’s all about children finding 
fulfillment in their lives, that their lives add up 
to something, that they have a purpose and have 
meaning and that they feel they are finding their 
own course in life – one that matters to them and 
to other people. For these reasons the arts for me 
are not an option in the drive to raise standards, 
they are a necessity.


