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Oulder Hill is an 11–16 Community School with 
approximately 1200 students on roll.  Situated to 
the north-west of Rochdale we are increasingly 
popular with families from further afield and as a 
result we have recently spent £1 million to create 
additional classrooms and new dining facilities to 
meet the growing demand for places – this is in 
addition to a £26 million PFI refurbishment 
completed in 2007 that transformed the school.  
 
We have a strong track record of academic success 
built on high expectations, excellent teaching and 
fantastic relationships pervading the whole of our 
school community.  2011 saw outstanding GCSE 
results, which were the best in our history; 77% of 
the cohort achieved an A* - C pass in English, 71% 
in Maths and 94% in ICT.  Overall, 75% achieved 5 
or more GCSE passes at grades A* to C.  We were 
delighted with the performance of all groups of 
students.  Notable examples include our gifted and 
talented cohort, with the school able to again boast 
the best boys’ GCSE Italian results in the country – 
beating independent and grammar schools.   

 

 
 
Our drive for quality is unrelenting; we believe 
in utilising and developing the strengths of our 
talented and creative staff to make every lesson 
outstanding.  We have effective systems in place 
that enable us to monitor and evaluate quality, 
and to enable colleagues to share their expertise 
whilst supporting each others’ professional 
development.   
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We have an innovative and flexible curriculum, 
which along with effective tracking, monitoring 
and intervention, is personalised to the needs of 
every individual student.  We are a Language 
College and strongly value the career paths to 
students that Languages open.  In addition to 
academic pathways (including the English 
Baccalaureate), vocational options are available, 
therefore all students have access to courses that 
cater for their needs and interests and that will 
enable them to progress to the next stage in their 
life.  We hold the IAG Gold Award and are 
delighted that virtually all our students progress 
onto further education, employment or training 
after leaving Year 11. 
 
Another strong feature of our school is the 
emphasis we place on developing the ‘whole child’.  
This is particularly evident in our pastoral system; 
in addition to our Pastoral Director, who is a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team, each year 
group has their own Year Manager and Pastoral 
Manager.  These staff do not teach so they are able 
to dedicate the whole of their time to supporting 
students and offer the guidance and nurture needed 
to develop into well-rounded citizens.   
 
As a consequence of our acclaimed behaviour 
management system, students manage their own 
behaviour very well; in 2009 we were graded as 
‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted for care and guidance and 
in particular, how safe students feel at school.  Our 
student attendance is the highest of all schools in 
the area, and for the past 5 years has been 
consistently above government and Local 
Authority targets, so much so that it can now be 
graded as ‘Outstanding’.   We believe this is a 
significant indicator, showing how much our 
students enjoy school and how much our families 
value the education we provide. 
 

Equally, we are very proud of our amazing 
facilities.  The refurbishment and recent building 
work have created superb learning environments.  
We are an ICT rich school, and have specialist 
classrooms for all areas of the curriculum.  In 
addition to traditional resources and facilities we 
can boast our own swimming pool, dance and 
drama studios and a 700 seat professional theatre.  
Our hard-working and committed staff put these 
facilities to full use, in lessons and by offering an 
extensive range of extra-curricular activities, from 
sports such as football, cricket, rugby, badminton, 
netball, swimming and squash, through to 
expressive arts activities such as music, dance and 
drama. 
 
We are an inclusive school and extremely proud of 
all achievements of students past and present.  Sana 
Khan in Year 11, was the ‘Children’s Champion’ 
for the whole of Rochdale and now represents the 
area at the National Youth Parliament while 
Chelsea Mulleeney was a National Young 
Enterprise champion.  Jamie Graham, who left 
Oulder Hill in 2009, was such a fantastic student 
that he won a scholarship to study A levels at Eton 
College.  Last summer he achieved 3 A* and 2 A 
grades and is now reading Physics at Oxford 
University. We are local area champions in a wide 
range of sports and all of these achievements were 
recognised at our Awards Evening with prizes 
presented by former student David Buchanan who 
is a current Northern Ireland international 
footballer. Oulder Hill students are happy, high-
achieving, independent learners, challenged to be 
the best they can.  If you want to find out more 
please come and see us – we are confident you will 
be impressed. 
 
For more information please visit: 
www.oulderhill-school.com 


