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Netherfield Primary School is a larger 
than average school which opened in 2005 
following the amalgamation of the Infant 
and Junior schools.  In 2007 it was placed in 
Special Measures. The current Headteacher 
arrived in September 2009.  In 2010 the 
school received a Good judgement, surpassed 
in June 2013 when the school was judged to 
be Outstanding by Ofsted.  

A significantly high proportion of children 
entering Netherfield Primary have poor speech, 
language and listening skills.  In addition, many 
children have poor decoding skills, presenting 
major barriers to learning to read, along with 
the potential of significant risk of severe 
developmental delay. 

Netherfield takes a whole community approach.  
Each year is launched with a visioning 
process - ‘PATH’ – (Planning Alternative 
Tomorrows with Hope), which is attended by 
staff, governors, parents, school parliament 
and school supporters.  A visual outline of 
the shared vision is produced and displayed, 
ensuring authentic ownership and acting as a 
reminder to keep the entire community on track.  
Our School Development Plan is an outcome 
of the PATH.  Each year previous PATHs are 
reflected upon, for all to walk the journey of 
school improvement, reminding everyone that 
with hard work, creative thinking and sheer 
determination, what we initially thought wasn’t 
possible can happen within our ‘no limits’ 
philosophy.

We take a systemic approach to enhancing 
learning.  Seeing each individual within their 
unique system, their family and groups in which 
they belong.

A number of parents access reading and 
therapeutic support.  Over 60 parents have 
been trained as reading volunteers; helping to 
accelerate progress across the whole school, 
ensuring a consistent, purposeful approach and 
pride for all involved.

Literacy, numeracy, ICT and CV writing 
courses are well attended by parents, as is 
the ‘job centre’ type resource.  We are proud 
of the number of parents who have secured 
employment due to this support.

‘Netherfield Creative Learning Journey’ is 
planned around the particular needs of our 
community, its key drivers being:
• Basic Skills
• Enterprise
• Performing Arts
• ICT
• SEAL

Every classroom has a dedicated role-play 
area where children engage in activities, 
specifically planned to develop speaking 
and listening skills.  Highly visual displays 
throughout the school enhance the priority of 
language development.  A focus on interactions 
between pupils and staff, and staff and staff, 
ensure effective modelling, further developing 
vocabulary, language skills and positive 
interactions.  Each classroom has a retreat area, 
for children to take themselves to, learning 
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to identify their moods, feelings and manage 
themselves effectively.  Whilst behaviour in 
2009 was poor, visitors now comment upon the 
enthusiasm children show for their learning, 
their exceptional manners and sheer pride in 
their school.

‘Pupils’ reading, writing and mathematical 
skills are promoted exceptionally well in every 
subject, but also through home learning and 

the ways in which school involve parents 
as the ‘experts’ in their children’s learning.  

Pupils love to stay overnight in the half termly 
‘reading camps’ and their parents also work 

hard to help them to become eligible for these 
by supporting reading at home.’ 

           Ofsted June 2013 

In response to the high percentage of children 
leaving KS1 reading well below Age Related 
Expectations and a lack of reading fluency 
and comprehension in children leaving KS2 in 
2009, the roles of ‘Reading Recovery’ ‘Switch 
On’ teachers were created alongside an ‘ELP’ 
Early Language Practitioner who has developed 
ECAT across the entire school.

‘Literacy and numeracy are taught very well 
and are reinforced by exciting topics that 

challenge pupils to think and use their reading, 
writing and mathematics skills.’ 

           Ofsted June 2013 

End of KS2 assessments over the last 3 years 
show the greatest proportion of children 
attaining at or above Age Related Expectations 
and for the first time in 2013 pupils successfully 
took the highest level papers in English and 
mathematics.  Progress across the school for all 
pupils is good and much is outstanding.

The school’s exceptional Nurture provision 
enables vulnerable children who have 
experienced exclusion from previous schools 
to go on to make accelerated progress.  
Progress is not just reflected in their 
academic achievements/attainment but in the 
development of their self-management skills, 
social skills and abilities to interact confidently 
and articulately.  All children accessing this 
provision continue to successfully attend their 
mainstream school.

In summary, not only has the school moved 
huge strides since 2009 to ensure a ‘high needs’ 
school population in a socially deprived area 
are achieving beyond National Averages, there 
is tangible evidence that through its systemic 
approach, with and through parents and the 
community, that the community itself is being 
transformed in a positive way. 

This we believe is a new benchmark in 
education and a new tangible vision of the 
power of an educational institution to transform 
a socially deprived community through a direct, 
purposeful, systemic approach that has helped a 
community embrace an understanding and love 
of learning in the broadest sense. 

www.netherfieldprimaryschool.com


