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A small school with a big 
personality! 

At Morley School we are passionate about 
ensuring that all pupils, whatever their needs, 
are given the chance to fulfil their potential.  
OfSTED said that ‘equality of opportunity 
is one of the foundation stones on which 
the school’s provision is built.’  The school 
received its 4th Outstanding grading from 
OfSTED in June 2012.  Although we are very 
proud of the pupils’ achievements, according 
to one the accolade was well deserved, ‘We 
are truly awesome – we don’t do mediocre.’

The success of the school, and the pupils, is a 
result of outstanding, exciting, stimulating, 
cross-curricular teaching which enables children 
to make sense of learning, allowing discrete 
teaching where appropriate.  This is enriched 
with film, music, and a wide range of activities 
to hook into learning and provide experiences 
for writing.  Children create films of historical 

events using their 
own photography 
alongside recorded 
interviews, they 
design and build gingerbread houses, fly 
helicopters from a local hotel’s helipad, and hunt 
Gruffalos in nearby woods.  Our staff integrate 
structure and rigour whilst incorporating fun.  
All KS2 pupils take part in Spelling and Tables 
Bees, and the oldest pupils run an economic 
project which finances a 2 day skiing activity.  
Pupils across school learn French, handbells, 
and ukulele.  We use our sports funding to pay 
for specialist sports coaches for all pupils.  The 
children wrote and live, the school’s vision and 
aims, as do the staff.  I am privileged to work 
with such talented and dedicated people.  Visitors 
often comment on the atmosphere in school.

75% of pupils attained L5 in writing in 2013 
KS2 assessments, with 13% at L6.  Accelerated 
progress is around 50%.  This is testament 
both to the pupils’ hard work, and to the staff’s 
creativity, high standards, aspirational targets 
and constant striving to improve. 

In the pupils’ words,

‘Our school is exciting all the time.  It’s like 
apple and rhubarb crumble.  The lessons are 
amazing.  We have great subjects and we use 

the local environment, Broomfield College 
and Morley Hayes to make our work more 

interesting.  We have after school activities like 
choir, line dancing, French, sports, philosophy 

and golf.   
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All of us are good at writing.  When you see our 
work you will go WOW!!!! Our teachers join in 
with fun and mischief, and we sometimes get to 
tell them off, like when we ran the school and 
made them come in pyjamas for Children in 

Need.  Everything we get wrong, every mistake 
we make, is just a step to achieving our goals.’

And from OfSTED,

‘Pupils engage in memorable learning 
experiences.  In lessons the atmosphere is 

electric.  Pupils are not sure what to expect and 
this curiosity fuels the desire to learn.’

‘The outstanding curriculum is steered by the 
pupils who have a say in what they want to 

learn. ICT underpins all aspects of learning.’

Morley is a small school. The 80 pupils are 
taught in three mixed-age classes.  Most pupils 
are from White British backgrounds and we 
have little Pupil Premium.  This means there is 
no additional funding to support pupil learning 

so resources are limited.  We have no hall or 
outdoor space, other than a small playground.  
We have a high mobility rate, and a reputation 
for supporting pupils with additional needs.

Despite these ‘drawbacks’ the school is successful. 
We achieve well in sporting competitions. Pupils 
have gone on to represent County and country.  
The school was a finalist in an environmental 
competition and for Educational Establishment 
of the Year.  We hold Basic Skills Quality Mark, 
Healthy Schools Award, Derbyshire Anti-
bullying Commitment, ActiveMark, and Eco 
Schools Silver.  We are a Partner School with 
Derby County, for School Based Initial Teacher 
Training in Outstanding schools, and for trainee 
Headteachers.  As a Local Leader in Education I 
work with a Teaching School Alliance.

Three statements fill me with pride.  Our LI said 
our school was amazing, that the curriculum 
was incredibly rich, and that children have a 
magical experience here; a pupil said that if he 
had enough money he would build a secondary 
school next door so he could stay here for ever; 
and another pupil wrote,

‘The inspector said our school was outstanding 
in every area.  We could have told her that!  Our 
school is out of this world. It’s the best school 
ever!’

Kate Marsland
Headteacher Morley Primary School
Derbyshire


