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Happy children striving for 
excellence

By Ruth Gafson, Head Teacher

Moriah is a one-form entry Jewish primary 
school in the heart of Pinner. As a faith school, 
our aim is for our children to experience the joy 
and wonder of British and Jewish life, whilst 
celebrating the diversity around us.  We offer a 
caring environment, where happy children can 
thrive, be inspired and strive for excellence.

Opened in 1998, the vision and passion of our then 
Head Teacher Alan Shaw, alongside all those who 
established the school, ensured the very finest of 
foundations upon which subsequent leadership has 
built. When Judy Lethbridge became Executive 
Head Teacher in 2013 she focused specifically 
on raising standards in English and Maths, and 
improving the quality of lessons.

By way of example, the introduction of talk 
homework, where pupils are encouraged to discuss 
specific topics with their parents before completing 
a relevant writing assignment in school, has further 
promoted the blurring of lines between school and 
home life, allowing education to permeate our 
children’s lives in an informal and constructive way. 
This has enhanced what was already a community-
minded environment, in which staff, children and 
parents are all invested.

High quality continued professional development 
has enabled our forward-thinking, innovative staff 
to create dynamic, challenging, engaging lessons 
across the curriculum that recognise at their very 
core the individuality of every child. This has been 
further supported by the introduction of systematic 
progress reports and targets created alongside the 
children and discussed with their parents.

The improvements were validated by OFSTED last 
February when it was judged as being a good school 
with an inspirational Head Teacher. Achievement 
was noted as above the national average and pupils’ 
behaviour and attitude to learning were good.

It is this culture that allows me, as the incoming 
Head Teacher, to work towards creating a truly 
outstanding school, where we pursue academic 
excellence for all children; a school where we 
create exceptional, exciting, stimulating, cross-
curricular teaching which enables children to make 
sense of learning; a school where happy children 
learn.
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