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Growing, Learning and 
Achieving Together

Luston Primary is a small rural school 
situated in north Herefordshire. There are 
91 pupils on roll who are taught in four 
classes. Only 23% of the pupils live in the 
catchment area, with the majority of the 
pupils travelling from the nearby town 
of Leominster, a distance of two miles. A 
fluctuating number of traveller children 
attend the school, peaking at 12% last 
year. Our number of Free School Meals 
pupils is above the national average and 
school pupil mobility is high. The School 
Deprivation Index and number of School 
Action Plus pupils are significantly above 
the national average. Only 63% of our 
current school roll reflects home-grown 
pupils. Attendance figures are in the lowest 
quintile.

The last Ofsted inspection was in January 
2010 under the leadership of the previous 
Head Teacher. One key issue identified was 
to ensure that all pupils in Y3 – 6 made good 
progress in mathematics and that pupils’ 
individual targets were relevant. Progress 
now from KS1 - KS2 is good with an average 
point score of 14.3 and attainment levels at 
Key Stage 2 reflect 100% Level 4+, with 
level 5+ 57%. All pupils are aware of their 
next step in learning against the learning 
objective, due to effective feedback and 
marking.

So how has our performance been improved 
and sustained?

I am very fortunate to lead a dedicated team 
of staff. Every pupil is known by every 
adult and an extended family atmosphere is 
created; we are proud of our reputation as an 
open, friendly and welcoming environment 
with a continued concern for all children 
regardless of ability or background.  We 
all contribute to projects, sharing thoughts, 
implementing ideas and monitoring and 
assessing change. We believe in the 
development of the whole child teaching 
them to be confident and enthusiastic 
learners, with the skills of how to learn 
independently and in co-operation with 
others. Great emphasis is placed on teaching 
children the importance of value; all our 
children show great respect for one another.

We acknowledge that learning occurs not 
just within the classroom environment but 
outside of it in many forms. We are fortunate 
that our school building is surrounded by 
spacious grounds that include playing fields, 
an orchard, a pond and wildlife area, class 
gardens, dedicated fun and adventure play 
areas and our own large Forest School. 
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A member of staff leads Forest School 
sessions across the school and is supported by 
a dedicated team of volunteers and parents. 
Forest School sessions are enthusiastically 
welcomed by all pupils. Pupils engage with 
each other collaboratively on a variety of 
tasks that they have planned based upon their 
curiosity in the world around them.  These 
weekly outdoor sessions develop confidence 
as independent learners and contribute to a 
greater understanding in a whole range of 
other skills which are transferable to their 
learning and progress within the classroom.

Music is a very important part of school 
life. The school has achieved a national 
Gold Sing Up Award and singing is highly 
valued. Songs often reinforce the learning 
of concepts and lyrics are often analysed 
to discuss school values. Key Stage Two 
pupils participate in weekly ensemble class 
instrument lessons which promote enjoyment 
and a sense of fulfilment that taking part in 
musical activities can bring to an individual.

We are a healthy school and promote healthy 
lifestyles. We encourage all pupils to be 
active and to fully participate in school and 
after school activities. Despite being a small 
school, teams are always formed to take part 
in local competitions and success is measured 
as working as a member of a team. 

The need to improve the low rate of 
attendance has been fully supported by all 
stakeholders, who understand the importance 
of regular attendance. A weekly inter-class 
attendance competition is held. Parents 
receive half termly annotated attendance data 
and know that absence will only be granted 
in exceptional circumstances. Our attendance 
to date has improved by 3.5% since summer 
2012. Adhering to and communicating 
with stake holders is critical for continued 
progress in attendance to be maintained.

We are a happy and vibrant school who enjoy 
new challenges. We firmly believe in pushing 
the boundaries of learning both inside and 
outside the classroom for all of our pupils.

Mary Freeman
Head Teacher


