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RECORD GCSE RESULTS FOR 

23RD YEAR IN A ROW 
Record GCSE results were being celebrated all over the 
UK this morning as nervous teenagers discovered if 
their hard work had made the grade. 
Overall, almost one in four (23.2 per cent) pupils scored 
at least an A grade this year - including A* grades - up 
from 22.6 per cent in 2010. 
  

 
 
And nearly seven in 10 exams (69.8 per cent) were 
awarded a C or above, according to figures published 
by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ). 
 
About 650,000 teenagers in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland are waking up to their GCSE results 
today. 
 
The overall A -C pass rate rose for the 23rd year in a 
row, the national figures show. 
 
But boys are failing to close the gap with girls, 
particularly in top grades. 
 
More than one in four (26.5 per cent) of girls' entries 
were awarded an A or A*  this summer, compared to 
19.8 per cent of boys' exams - a gap of 6.7 percentage 
points and the widest it has been since the A* grade 
was introduced in 1994. 
 
It is the opposite of A-levels, where last week's figures 
showed that boys are closing the gap in top grades. 
 
The gender gap has also widened at A -C for GCSE. 
 
This year 66 per cent of boys' exams gained at least a C 
compared to 73.5 per cent of girls', a difference of 7.5 
percentage points. Last year the gap was 7.2 per cent. 
 
Meanwhile, exam board chief have revealed that 
modern foreign languages are in 'long-term decline' at 
GCSE level. 

Andrew Hall, chief executive of AQA, said: 'Modern 
languages are having a hard time, it has to be said, 
going down 11 per cent over the year, and 22 per cent 
over five years.' 
 
French is showing the largest overall decrease, with 
entries down 13.2 per cent from last year, with a 28.8 
per cent fall over the past five years. 
 
German is also down by 13.2 per cent from last year, 
with a five-year drop of 24.9 per cent. Entries for 
Spanish have fallen by 2.5 per cent from 2010, with the 
five-year pattern showing a 3.2 per cent fall. 
 
Stairs to success (from left to right): Maggie Fraser, 
Emily Acorn, Alice Drones and Abisayo Abiloye from 
Chelmsford County High School For Girls celebrate 
 
Mr Hall said: 'There's an overall downward trend in 
modern foreign language entries, and Spanish for the 
first time has fallen back this year. That really is 
bucking the trend.' 
 
The results also showed that more students are taking 
separate science subjects at GCSE. 
 
The number of those taking physics saw the biggest rise 
of 16.4 per cent, from 120,455 to 140,183. Chemistry 
entries went up by 16.2 per cent from 121,988 to 
141,724, while biology saw a 14.2 per cent surge from 
129,464 to 147,904.  
 
Last week's A-level results also reflected the increased 
popularity of science subjects. 
 
'SHE'S NOT TOO YOUNG': GIRL, 5, SITS 
MATHS GCSE... AND PASSES 
  
She might still be at primary school, but Deborah 
Thorpe is giving pupils 10 years her senior a run for 
their money in the education stakes. 
 
Deborah, who is a pupil at St Bede's Catholic Primary 
School near her home in east London, sat her maths 
GCSE at the tender age of five - and passed. 
The youngster takes extra lessons on Saturdays and is 
not allowed to watch television after school from 
Monday to Thursday so that she can concentrate on her 
studies. 
 
She turned six last month and so was only five when 
she actually sat her GCSE, an exam normally taken by 
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16-year-olds. 
 
Her father, 44-year-old Charles Thorpe from Chadwell 
Heath, east London, said: 'We thought we might as well 
just give it a go. You see young people in the 
newspapers who have taken exams and you think, why 
not? 
 
'I wouldn't say maths is her favourite subject, but when 
she says she wants to be a doctor I tell her that she must 
be very good at science and maths. 
 
'We want her to be outstanding and exceptional in 
every way.' 
 
The mental health support officer does not believe that 
his daughter is too young to cope with exams. 
 
He said: 'I wouldn't say that she is too young. Presidents 
of the world used to be old and now they are middle-
aged. The younger generations are taking over now. 
 
'We don't stress her out, telling her 'you've got to do 
this'.' 
 
Deborah, who achieved an E grade in her GCSE, said 
she is not sure if she wants to take any more exams next 
year but wants to become a doctor when she grows up.     
 
There was a marked increase in religious studies 
entries. A total of 199,752 took the subject, an increase 
of 17.6 per cent. 
 
'COALITION HAS RIPPED UP THE 
SOCIAL CONTRACT BETWEEN THE 
STATE AND YOUNG PEOPLE' 
 
The Government has been accused of betraying young 
people by 'stripping away' their future chances. 
 
As teenagers won widespread praise for their GCSE 
results, union leaders raised concerns that a lack of clear 
guidance is leaving many youngsters in a 'maze of 
confusion'. 
 
Chris Keates, general secretary of the NASUWT 
teaching union, said: 'The key question is, having 
worked so hard and achieved so much, what is on offer 
from the coalition Government for these young people? 
 
'Unfortunately, in just over 12 months, this Government 
has stripped away many of the opportunities available. 
 
'Apprenticeships have been slashed, financial support 
axed through the abolition of the education 
maintenance allowance (EMA), youth unemployment 
has soared and university places cut. 
 

 
 
'The coalition has ripped up the social contract between 
the state and young people.' 
 
Dave Prentis, general secretary of Unison, said: 'What 
young people need is clear guidance over where they 
should go next, and that is just not happening. 
 
'Many are lost in a maze of confusion, without the 
careers guidance, financial support, training or 
apprenticeships available, to help give them a good start 
in life.' 
 
He added: 'We do not want the young people 
celebrating their GCSE results today to become one of 
the nearly one million 18 to 24-year-olds not in 
education, employment or training tomorrow.' 
 
But Schools Minister Nick Gibb insisted: 'Everyone 
accepts these are very challenging economic times - but 
no one should leave school unable to progress to work 
or further study.' 
 
History and geography have also seen a decline in 
entries, with history entries down around 2,700, and 
geography entries slumping by a massive 13,800 in the 
space of a year. 
 
Jim Sinclair, director of the Joint Council for 
Qualifications, congratulated students on their results. 
 
He said: 'The rise of biology, physics and chemistry is 
welcome news, as is the increased performance in 
maths and English. 
 
'However, the continuing decline of modern foreign 
languages and the growing divide in performance 
between boys and girls at the top grades are worrying 
trends.'There were a total of 5.15 million GCSE entries 
this year, a decrease of 4.2 per cent from 2010. 
 
The year group size, which has been falling since 2004, 
has gone down by 2.62 per cent from last year. 
 
Meanwhile, the leader of a teaching union has warned 
that a shift towards traditional subjects risks 
'demotivating and alienating' thousands of students. 
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As thousands of teenagers across England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland awake to their GCSE results today, Dr 
Mary Bousted suggested that the introduction of the 
Government's flagship English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
will restrict pupils' GCSE choices and leave many 
without the crucial skills needed for the future. 
 
To gain the EBacc pupils must score at least a C grade 
at GCSE in English, maths, science, a foreign language 
and history or geography. 
 
While the EBacc is not compulsory, it has been widely 
predicted that many secondary schools will begin to 
steer pupils towards these subjects. 
 
The EBacc was included in league tables for the first 
time earlier this year, with just one in six teenagers in 
England (15.6 per cent) achieving it. 
 
Dr Bousted, general secretary of the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, said she expects some 'great 
results' today, but added: 'If the Government has its 
way, this year's 16-year-olds will be the last to have had 
a real choice of subjects and qualifications. 
 
'Education Secretary Michael Gove's English 
Baccalaureate is likely to restrict the range of subjects 
taught to GCSE. 
 
'This risks demotivating and alienating the thousands of 
young people who struggle with academic subjects and 
would be better suited to taking a wider variety of 
subjects to give them the skills for a range of careers.' 
 
Both academic and vocational subjects are important, 
Dr Bousted said. 
 
TWIN SUCCESS: BROTHERS' TOP 
GRADES IN IDENTICAL EXAMS 
 
Twins who took identical GCSEs and achieved 20 top 
grades have put their success down to 'healthy 
competition'. 
 
Chris and Anthony Sefia, 16, said they were pleased all 
their hard work had paid off. 
 

'We're always competing, always want to see who is 
better at everything,' said Anthony. 
 
Health competition: Twins Chris and Anthony Sefia 
from St Mary Redcliffe school in Bristol achieved 20 
top GCSE passes, including 16 A*s 
 
'I think it just all boils down to competition, so we just 
make sure we are in the same boats, as it were, so we 
can compete with each other, I think it just benefits us 
both.' 
 
His brother added: 'It's healthy competition so it always 
helps and benefits in the end, always improving.' 
 
The boys, from St George in Bristol, both took GCSEs 
including English language, English literature, maths, 
art, religious education, a science triple award, and an 
ICT (information and communications technology) 
double award. 
 
Anthony achieved nine A s and two Bs while Chris got 
seven A s and four As. 
 
Identical: Sam and Will Weatherhead received exactly 
the same results at Bradford Grammar, each collected 
8A*s and 3As 
 
'We put in the work so we sort of expected it, we had 
high expectations, so at the end of the day we hoped 
we'd get good results,' Chris said. 
 
The teenagers attend St Mary Redcliffe school and are 
planning to continue studying the same subjects - 
biology, maths, chemistry and physics - when they join 
the school's sixth form. 
 
Looking ahead they said they are considering careers in 
medicine. 
Meanwhile, another set of identical twins were 
celebrating with identical results. 
 
Sam and Will Weatherhead, 16,both received eight A*s 
and three As - in exactly the same subjects. 
 
The boys, from Bingley, West Yorkshire, and who 
attend Bradford Grammar School, got As in French, 
History and English Literature and A*s in English 
Language, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Maths, 
Geography and Statistics. 
 
The only difference in the twins' marks is that Will got 
an A* in Music while Sam got one of the top marks in 
IT. 
 
Will said: 'We are both really pleased and happy with 
what we got. 'We weren't expecting this, our marks are 
usually different by a whole grade. One of us isn't 
higher than the other all the time, it depends. 
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'We do some things together, it's easier as we share the 
same friends but although we look alike we are 
completely different people. 
 
'Our parents are really happy with the results, they 
couldn't be happier.' 
 
Both brothers are will now study four A-levels each 
when they return to the West Yorkshire school in 
September. 
 
'We hope that those pupils whose schools felt pressured 
into changing their GCSE subjects midway to meet the 
English Baccalaureate do not suffer as a result,' she 
added. 
 
'In future we hope that schools resist pressure to push 
pupils into studying subjects just because they are 
favoured by whoever is Minister for Education, and 
concentrate on what's in the best interests of all their 
pupils.' 
 
A DfE spokesman said: 'The EBacc is not compulsory 
and is only one measure of success - pupils should 
study what is right for them. 
 
'It makes up just five subjects, three of which are 
compulsory anyway. There is plenty of time left for 
pupils to study other subjects. 
 
'However, these are the subjects which form part of an 
important core of academic study for those wanting to 
go on to further learning and will therefore actually 
make young people more employable. 
 
'Sadly, the proportion of pupils doing these five core 
academic subjects has plummeted from half of all 
pupils in the late '90s to just one in five now.' 
 
THE BRAINY BUNCH: THE A* 
CLASSMATES WITH 64 TOP GRADES 
 

 
 
As classmates, there's not much that this group of 
friends do without each other. 
 
Now, this brainy bunch of school pals are celebrating a 

group success after they all achieved an astonishing 64 
GCSEs between them - all at A* grade. 
 
Andrew Pugh, Nishith Hegde, Rebecca Williams and 
Anna Southam, who all attend King Edward VI Five 
Ways school, Birmingham, were thrilled when they 
learned they'd racked up dozens of qualifications - and 
all at the top grade. 
 
Andrew and Nishith gained an impressive 18 A*s - 
with Rebecca followed closely with 16 top grades, and 
Anna gained 12 A*s. 
 
Delighted Andrew said: 'I have been so nervous about 
getting my results all summer, so it's a huge relief. I 
never imagined in a million years that I would get so 
many A*s though.'  
  
Andrew achieved A* grades in English literature, 
English Language, maths, chemistry, physics, biology, 
history, double Latin, religious studies, PE, double 
general studies, ICT, statistics and As level English 
language - worth two GCSEs. 
 
Nishith, from nearby Egbaston, also matched his friend 
with 18 A* grades in double Latin, geography, maths, 
physics, chemistry, biology, art, English literature, 
English language, art, religious studies, double general 
studies, statistics, and ICT and English language - 
which he also took as AS level. 
 
Keen violinist Nishith said: 'I have just phoned my 
mum to tell her the good news, she's over the moon. I 
was so shocked I could barely speak, but she just 
started crying.' 
 
Thrilled Rebecca, from Stourbridge, said: 'It was a real 
challenge taking on so many subjects, and I had to 
work really really hard, but it's all worth it now.' 
 
She notched up 17 GCSEs - getting A*s in latin, 
history, maths, food technology, English literature, 
religious studies, physics, chemistry, biology, statistics, 
English language, ICT, as well as getting AS levels in 
ICT and general studies - as well as getting an A grade 
for GCSE home economics. 
 
And Anna, who gained A*s in history, French, maths, 
English language, English literature, religious studies, 
physics, chemistry, biology and general studies, as well 
as AS level ICT and PE, added: 'I was absolutely 
amazed when I opened that envelope and saw a long 
line of A*s. 
 
'I thought my teachers were playing a trick on me. I 
honestly thought it was a practical joke.' 
 
Headmaster of the school, David Wheeldon, said: 'I am 
thrilled with all our pupils' results. 
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'They have all worked extremely hard and been 
rewarded with outstanding grades, which they rightly 
deserve to be incredibly proud of.' 
 
Head of year 11, Robert Bennett, said: 'All the pupils 
are naturally bright, and it's been very rewarding to see 
them get such great results after watching them develop 
over the last five years. 
 
'They all have great futures ahead of them.'  
 
'One step closer to my dream of becoming a CSI', says 
deaf teenager who aced GCSEs 
 
Ambition: Profoundly deaf Tania Bonello is on the 
right path to achieving her dream, thanks to specialist 
support 
 
A profoundly deaf teenager moved a step closer to her 
dream of becoming a crime scene investigator after 
receiving her results. 
 
Tania Bonello, 16, from Collindale, north London, took 
exams in Japanese, double science, British Sign 
Language level 2, English, performing arts, maths and 
RE. 
 
However she owes much of her success to the support 
of a teacher of the deaf, who sat with her during lessons 
and made sure she understood everything. 
 
Tania, who goes to Hendon School, said: ''I find it hard 
because I have to work harder and focus more than the 
other children just to be sure I get all the information 
and work done. It is a great help.' 
 
The teenager, the only deaf person in her class at a 
mainstream school, wants to study forensic science at 
university. 
 
She added: 'My favourite subject taken in GCSE is 
double science. I really love chemistry. I also enjoy 
watching CSI. And my favourite is Horatio Caine in 
CSI:Miami. I hope to become like him. My dream is to 
become a CSI.' 
 
That ambition hinges on being given learning support at 
university, and the National Deaf Children's Society 
(NDCS) has expressed concern that government 
funding cuts could put education for people with 
hearing difficulties at risk. 
 
Tania said: 'I want to study forensic science at uni. But I 
also need help from my supporters (teacher of the deaf) 
and I cannot get there if the government is going to take 
them away. That's my dream down the drain.' 
 
Jo Campion from NDCS said: 'Although deafness is 
not a learning disability, government figures show that 

65 per cent of deaf children in England fail to get five 
grades A* to C at GCSE, including English and maths. 
 
'Tania's success shows that, with the right support, deaf 
children can achieve anything. 
 
'We hope that the Government is inspired by students 
like Tania and will ensure that all deaf children are 
given the opportunity to fulfil their potential.' 
 
Tania has acted as a mentor for younger deaf children 
and says that they should not let their disability stand in 
their way. 
 

 
 
SOUTH SNATCHES SUCCESS 
 
GCSE pupils in south-east England received the largest 
proportion of A and A* grades nationally, according to 
exam results published today. 
 
Nearly one in five of the top grades awarded across 
England (19 per cent) were from the region, which 
accounts for 17 per cent of all GCSE entries 
nationwide. 
 
London had the next highest proportion of GCSEs 
scoring an A or A*, with 16 per cent of the national 
total. The capital accounts for 14 per cent of all GCSE 
candidates. 
 
The North West took 13 per cent of the nation's top 
grades. Some 14 per cent of all candidates are from the 
region. 
 
The Eastern region had the next highest proportion of A 
and A  grades, with 12 per cent of the top marks, and 12 
per cent of GCSE students entered from the region. 
 
The South West was responsible for 11 per cent of the 
top-grade papers, with one in 10 students who sat the 
exams coming from that area. 
 
Students in the West Midlands accounted for 11 per 
cent of all entrants, and had 10 per cent of papers 
marked A or above. 
 
A total of 8 per cent of A and A  exam entries were 
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from the Yorkshire and Humber area, which accounted 
for 10 per cent of the total entries across England. 
 
The East Midlands had 8 per cent of As and A*s, and 9 
per cent of the total entries, while the North East had 4 
per cent of the top grades, with 5 per cent of candidates 
registered in the region.      
 
Tania's mother Caroline Bonello explained that her 
daughter received a cochlea implant in 2004 at the age 
of nine, which vastly improved her hearing. 
 
Before the operation, she spent six months completely 
deaf, and was in 'a lost world', her mother said. 
 
She added: 'She works very hard, a lot harder than I 
used to. She's always studying. Other children with a 
disability might think 'I can't do that', but Tania doesn't 
see it that way.' 
 
Tania received seven GCSEs, all at grade C or above, 
her results showed. 
 

 
 
This included an A grade in Japanese, a C in maths, 
two Bs in English, an A and a B in science, and a B in 
religious studies. 
 
Tania also scored an A in her BTEC in performing arts, 
and passed her level 2 British Sign Language exam. 
 
At one school, all eight pupils who took Mandarin 
GCSE at one school got As or A*s. 
 
The six teenagers got the top A* result with two 
gaining As, despite only three years of learning the 
subject at Brighton College. 
 
The East Sussex independent school was the first in the 
country to make the subject compulsory for all new 
pupils. 
 
Speaking minutes after he opened his results including 
an A* in Mandarin, Jake Jones, 16, from Brighton, 
said: 'It was a bit rocky at the beginning getting used to 
it. It wasn't easy, it was a lot of hard work but I really 
enjoyed it. 

'I think it's going to be really useful. I used to live in 
Thailand and if I wanted to go to Asia at some point it 
would be good.' 
 
Comparing it to learning French, he said: 'In some ways 
it's easier, there's no tenses and all of the words are like 
little pictures so it's actually quite easy to remember.' 
 
Jake, who got a total of 10 A*s and one A, added that 
he now plans to take A-levels in biology, chemistry, 
maths and PE at the school. 
 
Sam Evans, 16, from Hove, also got an A* in Mandarin 
along with eight other A*s in his other subjects. 
 
He said: 'Mandarin was really hard so I was glad that 
after all that I got an A*. It meant it was worth it. It's not 
as much the words as much as the structure. There's not 
as much grammar, I really didn't like that in French. 
 
'I'm not doing it for A-level but it's one of the biggest 
languages in the world, I'm really glad I did it. 
 
'I'll probably do something to do with economics of 
business in the future so that's when Mandarin will be 
really useful.' 
 
CHAMPION: ELLIE SIMMONDS 
 
Double Paralympic champion Ellie Simmonds had 
another reason to celebrate today after passing nine 
GCSEs. 
 
The teenage swimmer, who won gold medals in the 
100m and 400m freestyle at the Beijing Paralympics in 
2008, was said to be 'over the moon' after receiving her 
results. 
 
The 16-year-old, who is originally from Walsall and 
now lives in Swansea, South Wales, gained four B 
grades, four Cs and one D. 
 
She is now going on to take A-levels over three years, 
rather than two, giving her time to train for the 2012 
London Games. 
 
Ellie, who sat four of her exams while on a training 
camp in Spain, went straight back to the pool after 
collecting her results. 
 
Her agent, James Harper, said: 'She is absolutely over 
the moon. The key thing was to make sure that she 
passed everything. 
 
'Now she can concentrate on the next 12 months with 
no retakes and enjoy the lead-up to 2012.'       
 
WINNER: GEORGIA CRAVEN 
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One of UK's brightest tennis prospects has proved you 
can combine high-level sporting achievement with 
academic success by achieving seven A*s and two As 
in her GCSEs. 
 
Georgia Craven, 16, who lives near Leeds, is currently 
Britain's No 1 under-18 female tennis player. 
 
The Leeds Grammar School pupil described how 
combining training for the qualifying rounds of Junior 
Wimbledon with revision. 
 
'I'm really pleased,' she said. 'Wimbledon was just after 
my exams finished so I was training for it and trying to 
work for my exams at the same time. 
 
'Sometimes it is tough because I have to make 
sacrifices, especially with my social life. It's worth it 
though because I love my tennis.' 
 
Now Georgia is heading for the sixth form at the 
independent West Yorkshire school. 
 
She seems intent on keeping the pressure on herself 
with A-level choices of maths, further maths, physics 
and economics. 
 
Other pupils at the school were also celebrating top 
grades, with Amy Still, 16, gaining eight A*s and three 
As and her friend Tessa Hutchinson getting seven A*s 
and two As. 
 
Also collecting his results was Joe Gilmour, 16, who 
was accompanied by his father Pink Floyd guitarist 
Dave Gilmour and mother Polly Samson. 
 
A total of 90 pupils at the school got A* or A grades in 
every single subject and every single paper got at least a 
C grade. 
 
Headmaster Richard Cairns said: 'Over the last five 
years we have seen our GCSE grades improve from 64 
per cent A*-A to 90 per cent A*-A. 
 
'No other school in England has seen such strides 
forward. It reflects the dedication and enthusiasm of 
both teachers and pupils as well as our absolute focus 
on kindness and mutual tolerance.' 
 
Double delight for roll of honour pupils 
 
Two teens have topped the 2011 GCSE roll of honour 
by scooping an  astonishing 15 A*s each in their 
exams. 
 
School pals Stephanie Ford, 16, and Beth Smith, 16, 
amassed a staggering total of 30 GCSEs between them 
- all with the top grade. 
 
The schoolgirls picked up their results at non-fee 

paying Skipton Girls School this morning. 
 
Clever Stephanie, of Burley-in-Wharfedale, West 
Yorkshire, even took a GCSE in Astronomy and is 
hoping to follow TV scientist Brian Cox into a career as 
a physicist. 
 
The delighted teenager said: 'I suppose I have been 
inspired by Brian Cox. My school offered a GCSE in 
Astronomy for the first time this year and I was so 
excited to study it. 
 
'I couldn't believe it when I opened my results' envelope 
at school. I just looked at it for five minutes thinking, 
'really, is that right?' I can't believe I've got among the 
best results in the country. 
 
'I would love to go to Oxford University when I have 
finished my A-Levels.' 
 

 
 
Stephanie, who describes herself as a 'nerd', obtained 
her impressive total in Maths, Statistics, English 
Language, English Literature, Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, Art, Astronomy, German, French, Media 
Studies, Dual Award Engineering along with two short 
courses in IT and Religious Education - adding up to a 
full GCSE. 
 
She also found time to sit AS Levels in French and 
Maths this year, gaining two As, and will study A-
Levels in Maths, Further Maths, Physics and English 
Literature next year.  Proud parents Fiona Prest and 
Stephan Ford are both Cambridge graduates who have 
taken up teaching after both being lawyers. 
 
Stephanie said: 'Everyone in my family went to 
Cambridge so I would love to go to Oxford. 
 
'I want to go to university, no matter how expensive it 
is. You can't have a career in physics without the 
qualifications.  'It would be amazing to do research 
physics. 
 
'I am the nerd in my family. I just concentrated in 
lessons and if I didn't understand, I knew I had to work 
on that.'  
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Delighted Beth scored A*s in English Language, 
English Literature, Maths, Statistics, Astronomy, 
French, Geography, PE, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Media Studies, Dual Award Engineering and short 
courses in IT and Religious Education. 
 
Beth, who hopes to study to be a vet at Cambridge, 
said: 'My mum has not stopped crying since I told her. 
 
'I was over the moon. I didn't know what to do or say 
but it's absolutely amazing to think we could be topping 
the results table.' 
 
Beth, who also sat an AS Level in Maths this year, will 
stay on at Skipton Girls School to study A-Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, Geography, French and Maths. 
 
She said: 'I've always loved animals and my dream 
would be to study to be a vet at Cambridge.' Head 
teacher Jan Renou said: 'I am absolutely delighted for 
the girls. They are unassuming, lovely girls and are the 
supreme champions. 
 
'They have already proven they are way beyond GCSE 
A*s.' 
 
'INCREASE IN POPULARITY OF SCIENCE 
WILL 'BOOST THE ECONOMY' 
 

 
 
The increasing popularity of single sciences at GCSE is 
good news for the economy, exam chiefs have said. 
 
Physics, chemistry and biology have all seen a 
significant rise in uptake, at the expense of the double 
award science course. 
 
The number of those taking physics saw the biggest rise 
of 16.4 per cent, from 120,455 to 140,183. Chemistry 
entries went up by 16.2 per cent from 121,988 to 
141,724, while biology saw a 14.2 per cent surge from 
129,464 to 147,904. 
 
Over a five-year period, physics has seen a massive 140 
per cent rise, with chemistry not far behind at 139.3 per 
cent and biology up 134 per cent. 
 

Andrew Hall, chief executive of exam board AQA, 
said: 'It's a really strong increase, with drops in double 
award science. But I think that's quite encouraging for 
the economy.' 
 
Mr Hall added that, looking at the gender gap in science 
subjects, 'the girls are really improving in the take-up of 
separate science and are really pulling away'. 
 
On the rise in separate science exam entries, Ziggy 
Liaquat, managing director of exam board Edexcel, 
said: 'We talk today about a significant rise in separate 
sciences, and a switch away from the double award. 
 
'Students and teachers are making more informed 
decisions, looking at which subjects will give them the 
best route to progress and taking that through to A-
level.' 
 
He said employers and universities are seeing it as 
increasingly important that students have the 'skills and 
knowledge' given by science subjects. 
 
He added: 'The UK competes in the global market. 
These subjects are important for our ability to compete.' 
 
The trend follows last week's A-level results which saw 
a massive resurgence of interest in science and maths 
subjects - with Mr Liaquat putting the rise down to the 
'Brian Cox effect', referring to the presenter of popular 
science programmes. 
 
Brian Lightman, general secretary of the Association of 
School and College Leaders, said: 'The increase in 
students taking sciences is encouraging and mirrors last 
week's trend at A-level.' 
 
Dr Wendy Piatt, director-general of the Russell Group 
of universities, said: 'A further increase in the numbers 
taking single science GCSEs is a welcome indication of 
a growing awareness on the part of schools and GCSE 
students of the importance of Stem subjects (science, 
technology, engineering and maths) to students' future 
academic and career choices. 
 
'All students whether at state or independent schools 
should have the opportunity to study separate sciences 
at GCSE as they are important stepping stones to A-
level science and beyond. 
 
'Pupils who take separate sciences at GCSE are more 
likely to take Stem subjects at A-level and are more 
likely to get higher grades in A-level science compared 
to those who take double science.' 
 


