
GCSE Excellence

Government Initiatives IQ

Peterborough council schools get best-ever GCSE 
exam results

High-achieving school pupils have helped 
Peterborough to gain its best ever GCSE exam 
results.

But despite the progressive results, it is likely 
that the city remains in the lower reaches of the 
national league tables.

Last year, Peterborough was ranked 139th out of 
151 local authorities, this year’s national tables 
being published after the PT went to print on 
Wednesday.

The city’s proportion of pupils achieving five or 
more A* to C grade GCSEs, including maths and 
English, now stands at 55.5 per cent, climbing six 
per cent from last year’s figure of 49.4 per cent.

The top performing city school was King’s 
School, which recorded a pass rate of 91 per cent, 
while the lowest ranked was St John Fisher, with 
34 per cent.

The city’s two new academies - Nene Park 
Academy and the Voyager - both saw improved 
pass rates compared to last year, when both were 
standard schools.

Other notable results included the Thomas Deacon 
Academy’s pass rate dropping by seven per cent 
from 43 per cent last year to 36 per cent.

Councillor John Holdich, cabinet member for 
education, skills and university at Peterborough 
City Council, said that results showed that 
progress was made by city schools.

He said: “Things are moving in the right direction, 
schools are generally improving but there still is 
much work to do.

“Peterborough will never be able to compete in 
the national school tables against more affluent 
cities such as Cambridge.

“But if you were to compare Peterborough 
to cities which have similar issues with their 
populations such as Coventry, Leicester, Luton 
and Nottingham, then actually we are doing okay.

“Generally, Ofsted inspections in the city are good 
and schools are getting better.

“What we want to is keep improving and give 
children a first class education system right across 
the board, from when first schools through to high 
schools.”

He added that one issue the council is looking to 
address is attracting better quality teachers to the 
city.

He added: “We need to bring more teachers to 
Peterborough. We will be opening new teacher 
training facilities in 2014 and we hope this will be 
really beneficial.”

Mr Holdich added that this year’s league tables 
will also have been skewed by the GCSE English 
grading fiasco, which saw many schools re-submit 
exam papers for marking.
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