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Years of hard work culminated in the 
opening of a critical results envelope 
for thousands of West country students 
yesterday.

Many teenagers would have had a sleepless 
night before they discovered their GCSE 
results. But, despite a backdrop of 
allegations of exam boards marking down 
this year, many had good reason to celebrate.

Colyton Grammar School students celebrate 
their GCSE results, all with ten A*s and 
above. From left: Manal Patel, Meg Amos, 
Malachi Ryner, Erin English, Lucy Wells, 
Alice Bell and Miranda Sandy Picture: 
Richard Austin

At Colyton Grammar in East Devon, 
15-year-old Erin English was one of six 
pupils to get a staggering 12 straight A*s. 
Erin, from Feniton, near Honiton, could not 

quite believe her success yesterday. “My 
target grades were all A*s, but I thought it 
would be a 50-50 split of A*s and As,” she 
said. “I got very excited when I read them. I 
danced around and phoned my dad.”

At Cornwall’s Truro High School, Alice Joy 
Evans was one of four girls to get 11 A*s.

She said: “I’m thrilled to have got an A* in 
Latin as well because I only started studying 
it 18 months ago. I definitely worked 
hardest at that. Now I’ve got what I need to 
pursue my dream of going on to become a 
scientist.”

Her mother Roelie said: “I would have been 
equally proud if Alice hadn’t got all A*s 
because I know how hard she’s worked and 
that’s what is important. Grades aren’t the 
be-all-and-end-all.”

At Dartmouth Academy in South Devon, 
teachers and students were celebrating a 
whopping 25 per cent improvement on last 
year’s results. A* to C grades were up to 
93 per cent from 68 per cent in 2011, in the 
second consecutive year of improvement.

Principal Nick Hindmarsh said he was 
“delighted”, but said work still needed to 
be done alongside the academy’s sponsor, 
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E-ACT. He said: “We now shift our focus 
to continuing this progress to achieve even 
more in the coming year. With continuing 
support from E-ACT, our governors and 
the same high level of dedication from our 
students and staff, we will see more and 
more young people in Dartmouth achieving 
the grades they need to fulfil their dreams.”

The mood was also buoyant at Torpoint 
Community College in West Cornwall, 
which is celebrating the highest results in its 
history, with a 34 per cent improvement in 
GCSE grades over two years.

Deputy headteacher Jeremy Plumb said: “It 
was clear that the class of 2012 was a very 
special group, rising to every challenge. 
For example, collectively they increased 
the number of A*-C grades in GCSE 
mathematics by a massive 14 per cent from 
the previous year.

“The staff and governors at the college 
are extremely proud of all students’ 
achievements and are looking forward to 
supporting them over the next few years.”

A record year was also marked at King 
Edward V Community College (Kevicc) in 
Totnes, South Devon. Last term, the school’s 
management came under fire after students 
were punished for walking out of lessons 
in protests over a decision to introduce a 
uniform.

Principal Kate Mason congratulated all 
students and staff. She said: “This is our 
best ever performance and that is down to 
improvements in the quality of teaching 
and learning, very careful monitoring and 
tracking of students’ performance, raising 
expectations and aspiration and very hard 
work on the part of students and staff.”
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