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A Voyage of Discovery

We are proud of our multicultural and inclusive 
inner London school.  Hotham Primary School 
is a larger than average community school with 
more than 400 pupils. Our pupils come from 
diverse backgrounds reflecting the rich tapestry 
of our local community.  34% of pupils have 
English as an additional language, 30% are in 
the most deprived band and 24% are in the least 
deprived band.  

During my 18 years at Hotham, the school has 
expanded from one form entry with Wandsworth 
Adult College occupying the top floor of the build-
ing, to 1½ form entry in 2002 and two form entry 
in 2011 with its first bilingual class. Recognising 
the benefit of pupils learning a foreign language 
from a young age, we embarked on the journey of 
developing a bilingual French curriculum, where 
pupils are taught part of the National Curriculum 
in French. The CLIL approach is used initially to 
teach French vocabulary within a particular context 
and through immersion activities. Later a more 
formal approach is used to teach French phonics 
and literacy skills through guided reading/writing 
sessions.

While navigating through government 
initiatives, we have always held on to our core 
belief that ‘all children want to learn, are excited 
about learning and when given the opportunity, 
take responsibility for their learning.’  The 
refurbishment of the school building and 
playground helped create a buzz about learning, 
both inside the classroom and outdoors, where 
pupils use their imagination and initiative to 
organise learning activities for each other; plan 
the development of our school playground and 
‘garden of discovery’; and lunchtime became 
a time for discovery through science, music, 
gymnastics, art, strategy and games zones. 

The 2010 Ofsted inspection recognised the high 
standards pupils achieve in English, however 
more emphasis needed to be placed on practical 
experiences in mathematics and applying the 
knowledge and skills in other subjects.   In the 
previous year we had started the transition from 
teaching discrete subjects to a more creative 
curriculum approach.  This gave us the platform 
to plan for and use the foundation subjects 
to support the teaching of key mathematics 
and literacy skills.  Maths challenge activities 
were linked to cross curricular topics, First 
Steps diagnostic tasks helped identified 
misconceptions and the school developed its 
own maths developmental learning journeys.  

The maths leader and I visited Singapore in 2015 
and were impressed by the quality of the pupils’ 
reasoning skills. We are now piloting ‘Maths – 
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No Problem’ in Years 1-3 to develop our pupils’ 
reasoning skills and mathematical fluency.  Our 
2016 Ofsted inspection recognised the good 
progress made in mathematics and our quest for 
continual improvement. 

‘Leaders have made sure that pupils build 
up mathematics skills securely. Standards in 
mathematics at the end of Year 6 have risen 
significantly. More pupils reached the very 

highest standards in mathematics in the national 
assessments in 2015.  You are now developing 

further the school’s approach to teaching 
mathematics in order to support pupils in 

deepening their understanding in the subject.’

Senior leaders have been proactive in reviewing 
school’s approach to literacy.  This has led to the 
design and implementation of our ‘Purposeful 
Immersion Cycle’ (PIC) where writing is 
inspired by a high quality stimuli or immersion 
activity and culminates with the pupils applying 
their written work in a real life practical context. 
Leaders looked at strengthening the links 
between reading and writing through focusing on 
using ‘Blooms Taxonomy’ for better questioning 
skills, 1:1 conferencing, and reading journals 
to deepen text understanding.  Ofsted (2016) 
praised the school for developing pupils’ reading 
skills and fluent handwriting, swiftly.   The next 
step in our journey is to encourage pupils to ask 
questions and challenge each other’s learning.

Hotham is about the whole pupil and how we 
enrich the curriculum to allow all to shine.  Co-
curricular activities are a feature of Hotham 
life.  Pupils have opportunities to participate in 
performing arts, sports clubs, art competitions, 
MUNGA, STEM, residential visits to France 
and Isle of Wight, and successfully represent the 
school in various sporting, writing and reading 
challenge competitions.

I am proud of the strong and harmonious 
community spirit within Hotham that reflects our 
commitment to education in its broadest sense. 
As a school, we look forward to new challenges 
and the exciting journey ahead of us. 

Pam Young, 
Headteacher of Hotham Primary School


