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Gilbert Scott is an average – sized primary school 
which provides for pupils mainly in the local area 
but also for a number who join the school mid-way 
through a term. Just under of all pupils are of White 
British origin. Thirty different languages are spoken 
at the school. There is not a particular dominant 
ethnic group at the school, however the largest 
ethnic groups are of Caribbean and African heritage 
with a growing number of eastern European pupils 
joining the school in recent years.

School Information

It is the school’s aim to provide the best education 
possible and to see that each child learns at his/her 
own rate and to his/her maximum potential.  In all 
that we aim to achieve at school, it is important to 
remember that the best preparation for adulthood is 
to live fully as a child.

We aim to:-

•	 Help the child develop socially, intellectually, 
emotionally, spiritually and physically.

•	 Help the child become a numerate, literate, 
articulate well-adjusted person who can face life 
with	confidence.

•	 Help the child live creatively in a society that is 
multicultural and multiracial.

•	 Help the child develop a sense of self-respect.
•	 Help the child develop respect for others.
•	 Help the child develop concern for others.
•	 Help the child become aware of human 

achievement and aspirations in the arts and 

sciences, in religions and in the search for a 
more just social order.

•	 Help the child become an independent learner.
•	 Help the child realise that education is a life-

long process.
•	 Help the child become a self-motivated learner.
•	 Help the child communicate clearly and 

confidently	 in	 spoken	 and	 written	 language	
in ways appropriate for various occasions and 
purposes.

Approximately 25%of the pupils speak English as 
an additional language, but only  four pupils are at an 
early stage of English language acquisition. As part 
of its community provision, the school has two, six 
place Enhanced Learning Provisions for pupils with 
moderate	learning	difficulties	(MLD)	and	therefore	
the proportion of pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, including those with a 
statement of special educational need or Education 
and Healthcare Plan, is above the national average. 
The proportion of pupils known to be eligible to free 
school meals is also above average. 

Gilbert	Scott	has	made	significant	improvements	to	
all areas of its work since the previous inspection. It is 
a welcoming, friendly school. Trusting relationships 
between	 pupils	 and	 adults	 reflect	 the	 good	 care,	
guidance and support provided. As a consequence, 
pupils feel safe and develop personal skills well, 
including good spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
awareness. One parent wrote, ‘The school has done 
amazing things for my children and have always 
been there for parents too. They have gone above 
and beyond to assist my children, one of whom has 
behavioural needs’.
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By the time pupils reach Year 6 attainment is broadly 
average in mathematics, reading and writing, and it 
is now rising across the school. 

The school has started many initiatives to improve 
writing, giving further opportunities for teachers 
to model writing and to increase opportunities to 
write	 in	all	areas	of	 the	curriculum.	Despite	some	
inconsistencies in rates of progress in Key Stage 2, 
particularly for pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities, and those who are more able, the 
vast majority make very good progress. The school 
is	consistently	above	the	government’s	floor	targets.

Improvements in provision and initiatives employed 
by the school have successfully accelerated 
children’s progress in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage and Key Stage 1. Again, the school is 
consistently	above	national	figures	for	EYFS	Good	
Levels	of	Development	and	KS	1	assessments.

Behaviour throughout the school is good and well 
managed.

The school has improved levels of attendance so 
that it is now average and continuing to rise. Pupils 
have a well-developed understanding of how to stay 
healthy and are happy to take on responsibilities 
within their school community. Pupils particularly 
enjoy the wide range of after - school activities and 
clubs. Arrangements for the safeguarding of pupils 
are robust.

The vast majority of pupils know their personal 
targets,	 as	 well	 as	 those	 for	 English	 and	 Maths.	
Pupils learn well and make good progress, focusing 
on the given tasks and enjoying their activities.

The school takes good care of its pupils and has a 
proven track record of helping pupils with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities to make the 
best of their education.

The pupils in the two ELPs are well integrated into 
the mainstream classes every afternoon, are well 
supported and make good progress. The outstanding 
skills of the two pupil and family support workers, 
and the school’s close partnership with the adjoining 
Children’s	 Centre	 make	 a	 significant	 contribution	
to the overall good level of care across the school. 
The school works closely with other local schools 
through the Selsdon Education Partnership.

The well planned and continually developing 
curriculum provides rich learning experiences for 
pupils which are greatly enhanced by a range of 
visits, visitors and strong partnerships with local 
schools. These have a positive impact on pupils’ 
learning and progress.

Gillian Gandolfo has generated strong teamwork 
with senior and middle leaders, who share the 
same vision for developing the school and are 
fully involved in school improvements. Through 
the monitoring of teaching and learning they have 
a strong view of the school’s strengths and areas 
for development and have established  priorities in 
driving these improvements through. 

The Governing Body has a good overview of the 
school’s work. They visit the school regularly and 
hold it to account for its work. Governors hold a 
good strategic view of what is needed to develop 
and improve the school even further. The school’s 
track record of improving outcomes for pupils over 
time and the good progress made since the previous 
inspection give the school a good capacity to sustain 
improvement. 
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