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Our Creative Learning Journey

Giffards Primary School is much larger than 
average with 435 pupils. The percentage of 
FSM is increasing, having gone from below 
average in 2010 to above average in 2013 with 
28.7% now in receipt of FSM. The proportion 
of pupils with special educational needs, 
including those with a statement is above 
average. 

Our Ofsted in July 2010 graded us as ‘GOOD’ 
they noted that we had focused appropriately on 
developing pupils’ literacy and numeracy skills 
and that these had had a positive impact on raising 
standards by moving children from their on entry 
level of below national to average attainment 
at the end of KS2. They suggested that we now 
needed to focus on:

‘Raising standards in English and mathematics 
further for example by: developing more effective 
cross-curricular links and imaginative activities 
where pupils can work independently and apply 

their literacy and numeracy skills.’

Curriculum review

This prompted us to review our curriculum, 
which whilst ‘topic’ centred was based on the 
QCA schemes of work which teachers felt were 
restrictive and lacked creativity and fun! The 
process of revitalising our curriculum started 
immediately. We went back to basics by focusing 
on how children learn best. We consulted the 
children about what helped them learn, what they 
wanted from a curriculum and what engaged 
and excited them. We agreed a set of guiding 
principles that now underpin each curriculum 
plan. 

Each topic theme was designed to inspire children 
through a creative curriculum. As part of this 
teachers planned experiences to ‘hook’ the 
children in. The children then worked towards 
some purposeful event which parents were invited 
to; this could be an exhibition, performance, 
party or other such exciting finale. We carefully 
planned opportunities for writing that extended 
and practised the genres taught during literacy into 
cross curricular work. 

Pupil engagement – Developing Wow 
moments!

Teachers quickly embraced the freedoms that 
moving away from prescriptive QCA schemes 
gave us. We ensured the new curriculum was 
designed to engage our hard to reach children, 
which at Giffards was boys. Dinosaur hunting, 
pirates, castles, the circus and Toy Story were 
introduced into the curriculum, and became 
instant hits. We made the curriculum come alive 
by developing more opportunities for speaking 
and listening, drama and role play. We introduced 
Pie Corbett’s - talk for writing as the basis for all 
literacy work and enriched the curriculum with 
quality texts. Storytelling was made practical 
by using actions and story telling maps that the 
children could recall and imitate when writing.
 
We developed lasting, creative partnerships 
with the Royal Opera house. Storytellers, artists, 
musicians and dancers were invited into school. 
We ensured that all year groups had opportunities 
to use the arts to improve writing and develop 
their cultural awareness by using stories from 
around the world. The children learnt how 
to act, work in a group and make decisions 
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about the roles they took. They experienced 
problem solving and had opportunities to use 
their imagination. Teachers’ incorporated more 
first hand experience into lessons, we bought 
in visitors and practical workshops to make 
learning relevant, we even have a circus on 
the school field every year in which our year 3 
pupils perform. The children’s confidence and 
engagement has grown, their vocabulary has 
expanded and with it their desire and ability 
to write, as a result attainment went up. The 
children were having fun, attendance rose and 
parental engagement grew – all an added bonus! 

Raising Attainment

Woven through the new curriculum were 
carefully planned opportunities for writing and 
reading that extended and practiced the genres 
taught during literacy into cross curricular work. 
The Leadership team focussed on monitoring 
the standards of writing achieved through the 
foundation subjects, to ensure they matched 
those achieved in Literacy lessons. We engaged 
children further by introducing self assessment 
and peer assessment systems. To raise pupil 
aspirations and develop independence, we 
introduced ‘steps to success’ and levelling sheets 
as part of expected class practice across all 
subjects. Parental workshops were held across 
all year groups so parents understood what was 
expected of their children, goody bags with 
practical resources were given out to support 
parents in working with their children at home.

Data tracking

Underpinning all the work on developing a more 
creative curriculum has been robust, rigorous 
data tracking. We needed to ensure our changes 
were having a positive impact.

Our results for both attainment and progress 
have shown year on year improvements. In 
2012 we achieved 100% level 4 + in English 
and 98.3% in Maths. 

Through Pupil progress meetings, staff are held 
to account for the performance and progress of 
each pupil and interventions are planned and 
their effectiveness reviewed. Targets are set 
for individual children at danger of not making 
at least expected progress. Quality assurance 
teams have also been set up to moderate the 
work between and across year groups so all 
staff are consistent in levelling and assessing 
work. 

Through a culture of creativity we have raised 
the attainment, aspirations and self esteem of 
our pupils and helped children develop a love 
of learning. Our future challenge will be to do it 
all again with a new curriculum. 

Nicky Haslam, Headteacher of Giffards 
Primary School. Thurrock

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

English                         
2 levels progress

78.6 84.5 93.3 100 93.2                                        
* based on 
writingTA

English                       
12 points progress

46.4 57.7 83.1 98.2 91.5                            
* based on 
writingTA

Maths                           
2 levels progress

71.4 90.3 88.1 92.0 100

Maths                         
12 points progress

47.6 69.4 79.7 96.4 98.4

Value Added             
All subjects

99.6 100.3 101.0 101.3 TBC

Percentile rank 66 50 18 11 TBC


