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The exam system should be “thoroughly 
overhauled” and made tougher to 
improve standards in the wake of the 
GCSE grade row, the chief inspector of 
schools in England has said. 

Sir Michael Wilshaw, who is head of the 
regulator Ofsted, said it was important 
that standards were raised so that our 
students could compete in a global market 
place.

He made the comments in the wake of the 
row over a toughening of grade standards 
this summer which teachers say is unfair 
on the pupils who took the exams this 
year.

Sir Michael said he agreed with the exam 
regulator Ofqual’s “hanging tough” on the 
issue of regrades and only offering resits.

But he said the row was a “really 
good opportunity” to examine whether 
examinations were “rigorous enough”.

Speaking on the Andrew Marr show on 
BBC One, he said it was time to “look at 
our examination system and ask whether 
it is rigorous enough, whether it’s 
credible enough, whether in fact what’s 
happened over the last few years in terms 
of resits, early entries and the modular 
approach to to examination is actually 
raising standards”.

He said that the issue was “not really 
summer against January and what 
happened last year as opposed to this”.

“It is whether our examination system 
stands up with the best in the world and 
one of the worries I have and I know 
other people have, is that our standards 
are falling in relation to other countries in 
the rest of the world,” he said.

GCSEs need “thorough overhaul”
says new Ofsted chief

“We know that we have fallen from 7th in 
reading to 25th in the world. In maths from 
7th to 28th. Now that is not good enough. 
We’ve got to look at what is happening in the 
rest of the world.

“Our youngsters, when they leave school, 
will be going into a global marketplace, they 
have to compete not just against competitors 
here but the rest of the world.”

He said that Ofqual were right in “hanging 
tough” over the grade row although he said it 
was a matter for the government and not him 
to decide on whether it was fair on the current 
students.

Teaching unions are angered that many pupils 
now face the prospect of resitting exams 
rather than having their papers automatically 
regraded.


