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Government Initiatives IQ    1 

Minister launches new resources for teachers and 

health workers  

 

 
Tim Loughton MP, the Parliamentary Under Secretary 

for Children and Families, will be launching a range of 

new resources to help teachers, GPs, nurses and health 
visitors identify children separated from their birth 

families. 

 

BAAF believes there may be as many as 10,000 
children in England and Wales who are informally 

cared for by someone who is not a close relative. If the 

arrangement lasts for more than 28 days it is known as 
private fostering, and by law the local authority must 

be notified. However in most circumstances this does 

not happen.  

 
While most private foster carers do an excellent job, 

others may struggle. In some extreme circumstances 

children may be at risk of abuse and neglect. 
 

To help professionals who work with children identify 

a private fostering arrangement, the British 
Association for Adoption & Fostering (BAAF) has 

developed a new range of materials. They include top 

tips for identifying privately fostered children and 

podcasts from professionals in key sectors. The 
materials will all be launched by the Minister on 

Tuesday 22nd March 2011, at a private fostering 

conference hosted by the charity. A short film about 
private fostering, which was produced as part of last 

year’s campaign, is still available for use as workplace 

training. 
 

 

 

 
Tim Loughton, Minister for Children and Families, 

said: "We have been working closely with BAAF to 

increase awareness of private fostering. The new 
guidance materials will provide valuable information 

for professionals working with children - to help raise 

awareness of private fostering and increase the number 

of cases notified to local authorities. Many private 
fostering arrangements will be safe and appropriate, 

but it's vital they are all notified to local authorities so 

we can be sure that children are being protected and no 
one is slipping through the net. The Government will 

be considering the issue of increasing the number of 

notifications of private fostering in light of the Munro 

report in the spring." 
 

David Holmes, Chief Executive of BAAF said: “We 

have been campaigning to raise awareness of private 
fostering for several years now. We are pleased that it 

seems to be making an impact on the numbers of 

people coming forward to notify their local authority 
about private fostering arrangements. However, more 

needs to be done. We are now looking to the children’s 

workforce to work even more closely with us to help 

keep children safe. Through these new resources we 
hope to change the way education, health and other 

professionals who work with children collaborate with 

their local authority to protect these vulnerable 
children.” 

 


