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A mile from the city centre, Forest 
Fields Primary and Nursery School 
serves a vibrant and diverse Nottingham 
community.  Children join the Nursery 
at levels exceptionally below national. 
Thirty per cent of our pupils are on the 
SEN register; ninety three per cent are 
from minority ethnic backgrounds; and 
eighty seven percent have English as their 
second, or even third, language.  There are 
forty eight home languages represented 
in school, and during any academic year, 
many children enrol with no English at all. 
Developing literacy is clearly a challenge 
for the school.  

Over recent years, there have been a variety of 
initiatives introduced to raise standards; high 
impact targets; focused work on accelerating 
progress; the early years communication, 
Language and Literacy programme; ‘reading 
recovery’; ‘Big Writing’; a revised monitoring 
and pupil progress programme have all made 
a contribution.

However, engaging and motivating some 
groups of children still presented a challenge.  
They needed to be inspired to understand 
how good literacy skills would enable them 
to extend their thinking and achieve beyond 
their expectations, and why being literate 
was such a crucial life skill.    

What was missing were opportunities to apply 
their reading, writing and speaking and listening 
skills within meaningful contexts. The way 
forward, we thought, was to embed literacy 
within an integrated curriculum, but in a way 
that maintained rigour in literacy teaching and 
learning.

Our school is fortunate in having a forward-
thinking, innovative staff.  But whole scale 
curriculum change is challenging; it needs 
commitment; and as professionals, teachers 
rightly want evidence that the impact of change 
will be worthwhile and positive. 

For that reason, we decided to trial the approach 
in Year 6.  The decision was strategic.  The 
constraints of the testing regime makes the Year 
6 timetable the least flexible in the school.  If the 
curriculum could be accommodated here, it could 
surely be so elsewhere.  But there was another 
advantage to Year 6.  The frequent data collected 
from pupils in that year would provide evidence 
that would allow us to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the programme.

In the first year of the project, the Year 6 team 
planned each new theme after revising the impact 
and feedback from the previous theme.  Each theme 
had a launch, a hook, opportunities to develop 
speaking and listening skills and a ‘product’ at the 
end - a ‘real’ reason for writing.  These included a 
script to accompany their own mini-documentaries 
on Africa; press conferences; writing and producing 
plays; organising charity events; pitching products; 
publishing poetry books and many more. 
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Whenever possible, the projects were 
linked to ‘real life’ events. For example, the 
project on Survivors drew on the rescue of 
the Chilean Miners. The children worked 
in news teams, each given a role - reporter, 
editor, columnist or photographer. They 
worked to tight deadlines and were updated 
on events using a live feed.  Nottingham’s 
Evening Post agreed to get involved and even 
published a report of its own, celebrating the 
children’s achievements.

As Head and Deputy, we witnessed the 
children’s attitude to literacy work change.  
They were more engaged and knew what 
they were trying to achieve, the ‘learning 
objectives’ became real and motivating.  
Sometimes, their response was startling.  
We often heard them chattering about their 
learning in the dining hall.  One reason 
the quality of their work improved was 
because they knew that an audience would 
be scrutinising it.  

When they saw the results, teachers across 
the school were keen to get involved in the 
project. Two terms in and all classes were 
implementing an integrated curriculum. 
In this way, teachers created a bespoke 
curriculum which fulfils the requirements 
of the programmes of study whilst engaging 
and motivating pupils with themes such as 
Finding Nemo, Pirates, Rainforests, Titanic, 
Sharks and a Legacy topic.

Both value added and progress measures 
have been above national consistently in the 
last 4 years. 

We are an expanding school and have just 
benefited from a major building programme.  
This has more than doubled the outdoor 
area and incorporated a refurbished Grade 
II listed building. Teachers and pupils 
alike are now excited by the opportunities 
outdoor learning will bring to our integrated 
approach to the curriculum.
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