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‘This is a school where, not 
just every child, but every 

family matters’ Ofsted

Falconer’s Hill Infants is a six class Infant 
school with 180 children on roll. The 
school is regularly over-subscribed. Ofsted 
recognised that many children arrive below 
average in attainment and the majority 
leave with above average attainment.

The school predominantly serves an area of 
social housing and has worked very hard to 
engage families in the life of the school and 
their children’s learning. The school has a 
very high percentage of children with special 
needs.

We are of the firm belief that ‘Education 
should be about lighting fires NOT filling 
buckets’ and learning at FHIS is dynamic and 
motivational. We use out local environment 
to stimulate learning. We thematically teach 
and our Learning Adventures are linked 
to Silverstone (home of motor racing) and 
Ashby St Legers (home of the Gunpowder 
Plotter Robert Catesby) amongst others. We 
regularly take learning outside and have a 
Green Curriculum- children are passionate 
about taking care of their world which has led 
to our recognition as an Ambassador Green 

Flag Eco school. Our school grounds are 
outstanding and teaming with learning spaces 
such as a living willow maze, an adventure 
hill, a ‘where our wild things are’ nature area 
and a garden- to name but a few!

We have a strong values ethos and have 
developed a highly effective and unique 
way of engaging children in understanding 
and displaying strong values that is linked 
to recycled bottle-tops and animals! Ofsted 
reported that the promotion of SMSC is a 
strength of the school.

Children need to feel safe and supported to 
reach their potential. As a leading Mental 
Health School we are very aware of the 
importance of emotional wellbeing and the 
impact this has on a child’s ability to learn. 
We engage an outstanding Play Therapist to 
work with our most emotionally challenged 
children. We have a highly effective PSHE 
curriculum that develops resilience and 
wellbeing. 

We NEVER exclude but support the most 
challenging of children. We were graded 
‘Outstanding’ for behaviour and safety. 

Falconer’s Hill Infant 
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We have worked extensively with the 
educationalist Roy Leighton and developed the 
‘Learning Line’ to encourage perseverance and 
resilience. We are highly innovative and we 
have designed ‘Learning Stars’ that encourage 
children to develop appropriate skills and 
attitudes that are transferable across all their 
learning.

Children are very involved in the whole process 
of self-improvement. We engage them in 
generating success criteria across the curriculum 
and then marking themselves against these to 
identify where and how they can improve their 
outcomes.

We have designed targets to be child and parent 
friendly. Assessment across the curriculum 
is colour banded- each colour relating to an 
achievement level. Everyone has a target book 
that travels back & forth between home & 

school so parents are kept informed of their 
child’s progress on a daily basis and can support 
home learning. The school also uses an on-line 
tracker to input assessment data for every child 
every six weeks. This supports analysis of pupil 
progress and is also used by the Inclusion team 
to monitor intervention programmes.

We encourage ‘big thinking’ and engage all the 
children in P4C (Philosophy for Children)- this 
encourages rational thinking, understanding, 
respect and resilience as well as providing 
opportunities to promote more sophisticated 
thinking and analysis in the more able.

We encourage the support of parents by 
excellent communication. One way we do this 
is to invite parents to attend ‘Good Morning’ for 
the first fifteen minutes of every day. This is a 
time to look at work, speak to the class teacher, 
TA or Headteacher, and  share activities with 
their children.

We ask parents to RAG rate their own 
involvement in home learning and then set them 
the challenge of trying to improve their rating. 
We provide after school ‘Good Afternoon’ 
sessions where the teacher models how to help 
at home.

The school has excellent community cohesion 
and this year a multi-national organisation 
– ‘Cummins Engine Company’, has been so 
impressed with the work the school does to 
support the most vulnerable children, they 
have sponsored the building of an extension to 
the school. This has allowed us to run nurture 
groups, family breakfasts and provide a sensory 
space for our emotionally challenged children.


