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‘We Can and We Will’

The mantra of a school that has worked hard to 
become a ‘Good’ school (Ofsted June 2018).  Fairburn 
View Primary school in Airedale, Castleford, West 
Yorkshire, is based in an area of high unemployment 
and social deprivation.  As such, most pupils enter 
the school significantly below the average standards 
of learning. The amalgamation of two schools, it has 
worked tirelessly to build a new community that is a 
positive learning experience for each pupil. As well 
as a challenging amalgamation, the school moved 
into a ‘Priority Schools Building Project’ school and 
very quickly staff and pupils had to learn what it 
meant to be a through primary school.

To add to the physical challenges of an amalgamation, 
during the school’s first year of existence it achieved 
poor and below national Key stage SATs results.  
Disappointed, but determined, the staff and pupils 
worked hard to ensure this did not happen again in 
the following years.  Therefore, thorough tracking 
and half termly monitoring takes place to ensure that 
the progress of each child is monitored.  This along 
with  consistently good teaching and learning ensued, 
modelled by a newly formed Middle leadership 
team. This new passion for teaching, the careful 
monitoring of the progress of each child resulted in 
much improved results throughout the whole school. 
‘Attainment has been below average… but has risen 
year on year since the school opened..’ (Ofsted June 
2018).

Another key priority for the school is to give pupils 
a rich curriculum with opportunities to experience 
learning outside the classroom and experience 
the world around them. ‘A broad, balanced, 
well-planned curriculum steadily builds pupils’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills in a wide range 
of subjects.’ (Ofsted June 2018).  Visits and visitors 
to school for every year group are a key part of the 
learning experience and inspire pupils’ imaginations 
to enhance not only their learning but also their 
writing.
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As part of the improved curriculum, the school has 
placed an increased emphasis on music and physical 
education for all pupils. The school has a dedicated 
PE teacher and music teacher as well as a Higher 
Level teaching assistant for PE.  All children enjoy 
2 hours of PE and 1 hour of music teaching each 
week.  Even pupils now in Nursery have a weekly 
music and PE lesson to learn new skills and enjoy 
different learning opportunities as part of their 
school experience.  The HLTA for PE also offers 
daily physiotherapy sessions for pupils with SEND 
who require regular physio for their development as 
well as running a PE session each Friday for pupils 
with SEND in order to give them an opportunity 
to explore the various apparatus and build their 
physical skills in a focussed and well- resourced 
environment.  The PE teacher has developed the 
school’s own PE monitoring and assessment system 
to allow pupils of all abilities to participate fully and 
make progress.  The school has received the Gold 
Sports Mark award for 2 years and hopes to become 
a Centre of PE excellence.

‘‘Pupils’ participation in sports has increased 
terrifically over the last few years.  Consequently, 
their PE skills have improved.  The sports and PE 
programmes make a big contribution to pupils’ 
physical well – being.’ (Ofsted June 2018).

Similarly the improvement in the quality of teaching 
of music across the school has allowed pupils 
to experience new types of music, try musical 
instruments and develop their singing skills. The 
increased number of public performances by the 
pupils each year continue to impress the whole 
school community and helps improve pupil’s well-
being and confidence.

With a ‘Good’ Ofsted rating now under our belts, 
the school continues to build on these first 3 years 
and push for more improvement in all areas of 
school life.  In October 2018, the school received 
the accolade of ‘Outstandingly Happy!’ by the Art 
of Being Brilliant resource as the pupils consider 
how they themselves can be ‘Brilliant’ in every 
area of their lives and the communities they live in.  
Fairburn View Primary School wants the happiness, 
progress and development of each pupil to be the 
centre of all it does and aims to do.  An experience 
that provides memories that will last forever.


