


 

 







 
Speaking following talks with International 
Olympic Committee President Jacques Rogge at 
Downing Street, the Prime Minister defended the 
£9.3 billion cost of the Games, said security would 
not be over-bearing, and insisted that London 2012 
would deliver a tangible sports legacy.  
 
Cameron acknowledged that in security, transport 
and legacy London has major challenges if it is to 
deliver a successful Games, and make good on the 
promises it made its bid.  
 
The Prime Minister said that the security operation 
would be the biggest ever undertaken in peacetime, 
but that despite a budget in excess of £1 billion it 
would not dominate the Games atmosphere.  
 
“Our first priority must be to keep people safe and 
we will be mobilising every aspect of our security 
infrastructure. There will be more police on the 
streets, there will be boats on the Thames, there 
will be helicopters in the sky and our intelligence 
services will be working around the clock.  
 
“But it will be done in a way that is sensitive to the 
spirit of the Games. These will feel like a sporting 
event with a serious security operation attached, 
rather than a security operation with a serious 
sporting event.”  
 
Cameron defended the Government’s plans to 
secure a legacy of sports participation from the 
Games, insisting that the intangible inspiration of 
seeing great performance in London would help 
change behaviour.  
 
No previous Games has ever secured a 
participation increase, and the Government has 
recently abandoned a target of getting one million 
more people in to sport, arguing that the 
measurement system, which only counts people 
who are active for 30 minutes three times a week, 
is flawed.  
 
The Coalition also cut £165 million of ring-fenced 
funding for schools in its first few months in 
power, undermining its proposed new policy of 
promoting links between club’s and schools, and its 
re-branding of the School Games, which will be 
staged in the Olympic Stadium this year.  
 
Cameron defended the cuts and the legacy impact 
of the Olympics and said: “The Olympics will  

 
revitalise local sport in Britain for generations to 
come. The legacy of sports in schools, where we 
have got half the country’s schools taking part in a 
schools Olympics.  
 
“And the least tangible of all, which is the 
inspiration people will feel when they see great 
British athletes, whether rowing in a race, riding on 
a bicycle or running on the track.  
 
“It’s well-known that this has a transformational 
effect. You can have any number of Government 
summits about sport in schools, but the sight of Sir 
Chris Hoy or someone like that has people in the 
shops saying ’I want to buy a bicycle, I want to get 
on my bike’.  
 
“That’s the bit you can’t touch, but it is very, very 
powerful and I think can bring the country 
together."  
 
Rogge said he was delighted with preparations. 
“We are a happy IOC,” he said.  
 
IOC inspectors will spend the next two days 
receiving updates on London’s plans in their final 
inspection visit before the Games.  
 

 


