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Nothing is more important for our country than getting 

education right.  
Schools are where we introduce our children to the 

best that has been thought and written, and education is 

the process by which we enable every child to take 
control of their destiny.  

 

Everyone knows that the people who know best how to 

do a job are those at the coalface.  
 

That's why I've written to all schools in the country 

offering them the opportunity to take on freedoms 
denied them by the last government.  

 

This will mean thousands of schools can finally break 
free from bureaucratic control.  

 

They will be able to set their own curriculum, pay 

good teachers more, have longer school days and 
control the cash currently spent on their behalf by local 

government. 

 
I believe that headteachers are the best people to 

improve our education system and we should 

strengthen their hand.  
 

The schools that take up this offer will be asked to use 

their new freedoms and powers to help other schools in 

their area that are less successful.  
 

Standards for all children will rise.  

 
Soon we will announce further plans to give teachers, 

charities and parents the ability to set up new schools 

with smaller class sizes across the country. In America 

this power has been so successful that President 
Obama has made it a key part of his education plans.  

 

And this is just the start. Over the next year we'll be 
bringing forward plans to slash bureaucracy across the 

school system - I've already scrapped one quango to 

ensure we protect money spent in schools.  
 

I also intend to change the law to give all teachers the 

powers they need to crack down on bad behaviour 

including new search powers so items such as mobile 
phones and pornography can be confiscated, protection 

for teachers falsely accused by pupils and an end to 

panels of bureaucrats sending expelled kids back to 

school against the wishes of headteachers.  

 

And we'll rewrite the curriculum to give teachers more 

say in what's taught while making sure that all children 
learn the basics.  

 

Freedom  
 

Crucially we'll also introduce significant extra funding 

for poorer pupils so schools in the toughest parts of our 

country have all the resources they need to provide the 
best possible education.  

 

There will be those who fight our reforms - some 
people in the teacher unions have already condemned 

our plans to improve education.  

 
But many of their members desperately want these 

reforms so they can keep order in the classroom, have 

greater professional freedom and see more funding 

attached to pupils who need the most help.  
 

I certainly won't let anything stand in the way of these 

reforms because improving the education of all our 
children should be the number one priority of any 

government.  

 

 


