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Learning and Playing Together

Brookvale Primary School was established 
in 2000 following the amalgamation of the 
Infant and Junior schools.  It is similar in size 
to most other primary schools.  The majority 
of pupils are from white British backgrounds. 
The number of pupils with SEN is above av-
erage as is the proportion of pupils known to 
be eligible for pupil premium funding.  I was 
appointed as Headteacher in April 2010 and 
our new Deputy was appointed in September 
2011.

Since the amalgamation our journey to 
outstanding has been work in progress.  Our 
children’s skills, especially in communication 
and language are considerably below expec-
tations for their age when they start school.  
By the time they transfer to KS1 their skills 
are only slightly below expectations and they 
have gained extremely positive attitudes to 
learning.  Our children continue to make 
excellent progress in all areas of the curricu-
lum throughout all year groups and as a result 
their attainment catches up with, and then 
overtakes pupils across the country.

One of the first things we tackled was the assess-
ment of pupil progress.  We established a robust 
tracking system that clearly identified where the 
children were up to and the next steps that were 
required to move their learning forward.  This 
also enabled us to identify the vulnerable pupils 
and target the necessary intervention. 

We then looked closely at the purpose and 
structure of our curriculum.  Initially it was 
subject based and centred around QCA guide-
lines.  Teachers would endeavour to deliver the 
curriculum in a creative way with the emphasis 
on fun.  In 2006 we explored the possibility 
of developing more skill-based cross curricu-
lar creative approach.  The curriculum is now 
taught through topics that the children find 
interesting, meaningful and tailored to their 
needs.  As a result, the quality of teaching has 
moved from good to outstanding since our last 
inspection.  OFSTED recognised that ‘lessons 
were well planned…demonstrated purposeful 
learning, with high levels of challenge and high 
expectations of what pupils can achieve The 
next challenge for us as a school is to ensure that 
the new National Curriculum is delivered in the 
same way.
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We also looked at learning outside the 
classroom and embraced the Forest School 
Programme. The school grounds provide 
opportunities to enhance cross curriculum 
learning which is more meaningful, with 
direct experiences. The children are 
extremely positive and highly motivated 
about learning outside.  We have seen an 
increased level of co-operative work. The 
children are more confident and willing to 
‘have a go’. 

Supporting our children’s emotional well-
being is firmly embedded in the ethos of 
the school.  Happy children equal happy 
and successful learners.  The overwhelming 
majority of pupils’ behaviour is outstanding 
and it is a great strength of the school. 
OFSTED acknowledged the ‘warm and 
trusting relationships between pupils and 
staff’.  Our children are confident that there 
is always someone on hand to help if there 
is a problem. We have a full time Learning 
Mentor who is valued by the whole school 
community including parents.  The needs of 
our most vulnerable pupils are addressed very 
quickly and the appropriate support is made 
available to them.  Bullying is not tolerated 

and on any very rare occasions it happens, 
quick and effective action is taken by the 
staff to deal with it. We developed the Buddy 
system which has helped to reduce incidences 
of bullying. The Buddies are able to use own 
initiative and take responsibility. They have 
been presented with National Princess Diana 
Award each year since 2007

We also work positively with outside 
agencies to support our hard to reach families 
and children, whose circumstances might put 
them at risk.

Our pupils’ achievement is outstanding.  They 
make excellent progress, often from very 
low starting points on entry to school.  Out 
teachers have high expectations; learning 
is fun and matched to our pupils’ needs.  

OFSTED recognised that ‘there is a well-
judged balance between challenge and 
support for pupils of all abilities and that 
this contributes strongly to pupils’ excellent 
achievement’. 

All in all we are very proud of our school and 
we value the contribution of everyone in our 
community to make it a happy place.
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