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Brompton Hall School is a heavily over-
subscribed residential school for KS2 to 
KS4 learners, which provides a high quality 
educational experience for all learners with 
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), 
with a primary need of Social, Emotional & 
Mental Health (SEMH) from North Yorkshire 
and beyond. Our core aim is for all learners to 
positively engage and enjoy their learning. 

We provide a supportive, caring and learning 
focussed environment where learners are well 
taught, through both our academic curriculum, 
as well as our enhanced 24hour curriculum 
which supports their social, emotional and 
mental health, communication and interaction, 
sensory and physical needs. Every day, our 
learners are supported in developing their key 
skills, attitudes and resilience, which help 
them become confident, independent members 
of their communities. We are very proud of 
the work we do at Brompton Hall and the 
progress and achievements of our learners.  
We encourage our students to become 
successful learners, develop self-belief and 

be aspirational in their hopes for their futures 
despite many of them experiencing difficulties 
in their previous educational settings.

Our most recent Ofsted inspection 
acknowledged: Since taking up post as the 
interim headteacher in September 2017, you 
have continued to bring about important 
changes to meet the needs of your pupils 
ever more closely. For example, with your 
leadership team, you are developing new, 
holistic approaches to respond to each pupil’s 
education, health and care plan (EHC plan) 
through an individual action plan. You have 
set about developing ways to build pupils’ 
skills and abilities to deal with the challenges 
they face in their learning and personal 
development.

In Key Stage 4, each learning pathway is 
designed to meet the interests and needs of 
each individual learner, as well as challenge 
them to reach their full potential in all aspects 
of their learning. Our core aim is for all learners 
to leave Brompton Hall with the qualifications 
they need to follow their post-16 pathways 
into employment, apprenticeship programmes 
or further education.

However, in order for our learners to achieve 
their full potential initially, as a school, we 
needed to focus on improving the literacy 
levels of our learners, to ensure they were 
able to fully access the curriculum pathways 
in school. We introduced ‘1 to 1’ literacy 
intervention programmes, supported through 
the whole school ‘Accelerated Reader’ 
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package and ensured that there was a variety 
of exciting literature for learners of all literacy 
levels to access. This work was underpinned 
with a cohesive staff training programme, 
where every member of staff from all 
departments in school were set time each 
day to share and enjoy texts whilst listening 
to individual young people read. As a result, 
literacy levels increased which had a positive 
impact on learners being able to access the 
curriculum across all subject areas, which 
was acknowledged by Ofsted: Many pupils 
increase their reading age quickly. As a 
consequence, pupils are enabled to learn more 
easily across all their subjects.

We also introduced Cognitive Assessment 
Testing (CATs) which enabled teaching staff to 
set aspirational targets across all subject areas 
for learners, progress is closely monitored 
towards targets set, supported by individual 
academic resilience plans identifying any 
additional support programmes bespoke for 
every learner. We believe that ‘good progress’ 
is a composite of evidence that uses data, 
professional judgement over a number of 

criteria and stakeholder assessment to give a 
summative view. The rigor and reliability of 
our judgements depend on the strength of the 
whole and not on the particular validity of any 
one single evidence source.

Ofsted: The good progress that pupils make 
and improving attainment are testament to the 
effective delivery of the curriculum. Pupils 
and parents agree that the school is effective 
in re-engaging pupils in their learning. The 
extended day provides important additionality 
that supports pupils’ wider learning and further 
opportunities for personal development, for 
example by developing team-working skills 
and engaging in charitable works for the 
wider community.

Our young people are at the heart of everything 
we do and they are included in the regular 
progress monitoring of their attainment in 
school, which gives them a strong sense of 
ownership of their achievements.

Sharon Young 
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