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Broad Oak Sports College is a smaller than 
average 11-16 secondary school in the East Ward 
of Bury. 

Current Headteacher, Stephen Brecken, was 
appointed in September 2014 and took over 
a school that was graded ‘good’ by Ofsted in 
June 2014. This grading recognised the hard 
work and dedication of the staff as well as the 
positive attitudes to school life displayed by the 
students. Ofsted commented that the students are 
‘exceptionally courteous, smartly dressed and 
come to school equipped and ready for work’ - 
that rang true then and still rings true today.

The school has been on a journey over the last 
five years moving from Requires Improvement 
to Good under an ever changing Ofsted 
framework. The school has always had good, 
strong leadership and management, pastoral care 
and teaching and learning and these areas have 
continued to evolve. Student outcomes have 
varied at times, usually as a result of factors 
beyond the control of the school.

Issues that we have faced: 

• Attendance: making the school a place that 
students want to be, supported by a tenacious 
school attendance officer and a dedicated 
home school liaison officer. Our attendance 
has improved over time and is currently 
around 95%

• Mobility: tackling high levels of mobility 
and putting personal intervention plans in 
place to support our students. On average we 

take 30 or more students into school per year
• Low Prior Attainment and Pupil Premium 

funding: the starting point from Key Stage 
2 for our students is below national average. 
We have 33% of our current cohort classed 
as LPA and 57% of our students are eligible 
for Pupil Premium funding. We make 
very effective use of the funding we have 
available to us to offer the best support.

Key areas that we have strengthened over time:

• Continuity of staffing and relationships: an 
important facet in our success - we have 
a low turnover of staff from year to year 
and have recently increased our staffing 
numbers to further reduce class sizes. Our 
Ofsted report in June 2014 reflected that 
our teachers have ‘strong and supportive 
relationships with students that allow them 
to feel highly valued’. 

• Strong pastoral team: very close and 
proactive links with external agencies and 
also the close relationships with our families 
to offer them the highest levels of support. 
We regularly refer to our school as one big 
‘family’ and that is a mantra that leads to our 
success. 
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• Behaviour: We are consistent and fair in 
everything that we do - we make every 
effort to get right to the heart of issues and, 
most importantly, we treat every child as an 
individual. 

• Teaching, Learning and Assessment: 
Constantly looking for ways to improve 
the classroom practice of all staff during 
weekly staff development time and regular 
professional dialogue at all levels. 15 
teachers having taken part in the Outstanding 
Teacher programme and we have invested 
in IRIS and created a pathfinder group with 
this technology. Furthermore all staff have 
been trained in lesson observations using 
the Ofsted criteria and we have developed 
a very effective coaching model. Our APP 
systems are robust and effectively used in all 
faculty areas.

• Intervention: HLTAs in English, Maths 
and EAL provide significant support. 
Additionally an intervention teacher 
dedicated to students in Year 7 and 8 to 
narrow gaps for those who are level 3 and 
below on entry to secondary school. There 
is also a strategic intervention and coaching 
programme, linked closely to improving 
levels of progress, for all students in Key 
Stage 4

• Curriculum: Our curriculum model for the 
last 3 years has been EBacc and Progress 8 
ready. Ebacc results are in line with national 
average and Progress 8 is a measure which 
makes it much fairer for our students to 

achieve - the vast majority are mid-level 
4 or below on entry from Key Stage 2. 
When you consider that over 10% of our 
students achieve at least 1 A/A* each year it 
illustrates that we have students making, in 
some cases, 5 levels of progress

Broad Oak Sports College is a school at the heart 
of the community it serves and one where the 
students receive every opportunity to achieve.

For more information please visit:
www.broadoak.bury.sch.uk


