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Doing the ‘Write’ Thing

Blakehill Primary is a larger than average 
community school in the North East 
of Bradford. Our Ofsted inspection in 
2007 noted strengths but stressed that 
standards in Numeracy & Literacy needed 
improvement. 

A commitment to raising standards was 
boosted by rigorous and regular tracking 
of pupil performance.  Sharply focused 
staff training was delivered to improve 
subject knowledge and expertise. Teachers 
were involved in pupil progress meetings 
to discuss each child’s performance and 
strategies were devised to address under 
achievement. All children have their own 
writing portfolio where their progress can 
be tracked. In addition, children are given 
regular quality feedback identifying what 
they do well and have individual targets so 
they know how to further improve.

With improved teaching and learning came 
improved outcomes.  English and Maths 
standards improved and in 2010 our Ofsted 
inspection praised the progress that we had 
made; ‘This is a good school where pupils 
achieve well’.

The report identified the need to focus on 
improving writing standards with an emphasis 

on writing across the curriculum. As a result, 
development of writing has been at the centre 
of our school improvement planning and 
levels have improved significantly. We have 
now been above the National Average for the 
last four years and in 2013 we achieved our 
best ever results for pupils attaining Level 4 
in Writing.

This success has been achieved by the whole 
school working together and giving writing 
a high profile. Display boards showcase high 
quality writing across school.  Children’s 
writing is celebrated in ‘Star Writer 
Assemblies’ where children’s efforts are 
shared and praised. 

We have also put an emphasis on giving the 
children good reasons to write across the 
curriculum.  In order to foster an enjoyment 
of writing we provided opportunities where 
the whole school had a shared stimulus. The 
events have included having a ‘Top Gear 
Day’ where a local garage loaned us a top of 
the range Porsche for the children to admire 
and in some cases get in the driving seat!  In 
addition we had visitors re-enacting the lives 
of medieval knights complete with sword 
fight, historical Birds of Prey displays on the 
school field and more recently a performance 
by the ‘Mighty Zulu Nation’ theatre company.  
As well as visitors in school we encourage 
out of school excursions to provide a purpose 
for writing. These include residential visits 
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in Years 4, 5 and 6, exploring the local area, 
places of worship, contrasting localities and 
even the Houses of Parliament.

Blakehill has also worked closely with the 16 
primary schools in the Bradford East 1 Local 
Achievement Partnership (LAP) to improve 
our commitment to community cohesion.
In 2010 inspectors had recommended that 
we needed to do more to ensure our pupils 
had an increased understanding of the multi 
cultural nature of modern Britain. Since 
then our schools have been part of projects 
to get children in Year 4 to work together, 
learn new skills and involve parents. We 
collaborated to help devise a Heritage 
Trail with a local historian and from this 
we published a book for our LAP. We have 
also worked with schools to stage a drama 
production highlighting Bradford’s place in 
history. In 2013 our theme was Music and 
Dance and resulted in a CD and video of the 
performance being shared to hundreds of 
parents.  

ICT has also played a large part in our 
progress. We have invested in improving 
our infrastructure and training. In 2012 our 
Ofsted Subject Survey Inspection rated our 
leadership and management as ‘outstanding’, 
since then our school blog has become an 
important feature in communicating with 
parents and provides a global audience for the 
children’s writing.  

At Blakehill we have successfully raised 
standards while keeping our children at the 
heart of our plans. Blakehill’s ethos is centred 
on the motto ‘Together We Can’. By working 
together towards a common goal, providing 
children with challenges they find interesting, 
we continue to succeed. 
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For more information visit;
www.blakehillprimary.co.uk


