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Birmingham's Record Year 

for A-Level Results 
A-LEVEL students in Birmingham scored a record-
breaking success with nearly all candidates achieving at 
least one pass. 
 
And most of the city’s 3,000 local authority sixth form 
pupils achieved one or more grades A to B. 
  
Nationally, the pass rate rose for the 29th year in a row, 
with 97.8 per cent of A-level entries receiving at least 
an E grade. 
 
Birmingham successes included Moseley School 
student Omer Sheikh Mohammed, who became the 
school’s most successful student ever after achieving 
seven A-levels, including A* grades in maths and 
further maths. 
 
Somali-born Omer, who moved to Birmingham in 
2001, has now secured a place at Hertford College, 
Oxford, where he will read maths. 
 
Omer, who lives in Sparkhill, said: “I’m pleased with 
my results and really excited about going to Oxford. 
 
 
“There will be no hiding during the tutorials.” 
 
Year 13 students at the Bishop Walsh Catholic School, 
in Sutton Coldfield, notched up an impressive 19 A* 
grades between them in what was the best set of results 
in the school’s 45-year history. 
 
Half of all grades achieved were A*, A or Bs, and nine 
students gained three or more A grades. 
 
Top performing students included Tom Collins, who is 
on his way to Cambridge to study natural sciences after 
scoring three A* grades and an A. 
 
Head teacher John Farrell said: “Year 13 students really 
raised their attainment in our Catholic all-ability 
school.” 
 
Also raising a glass to yet another successful year was 
Park Hall Academy in Castle Bromwich, which 
recorded a rise in the number of passes and two 
students at King Edward VI Camp Hill School for 
Girls, in Kings Heath, scored no less than five A* 
grades. 
 
King Edward VI Camp Hill for Boys recorded A* 
grades in nearly a third of all exams. 

 
 
City council education chief Coun Les Lawrence said: 
“I would like to congratulate all pupils in Birmingham 
for achieving their A-level examination results. 
 
“It marks a major milestone as they embark on the next 
stage of their lives which will see them either continue 
into higher education, vocational learning, employment 
or even a gap year.” 
 
BRAINY Birmingham schoolgirl Eleanor Davidson is 
truly top of the class after notching up an incredible 
eight A* grades at A-level. 
  
The 18-year-old, from Harborne, is heading to New 
College, Oxford, after she aced A-levels in Greek, 
Latin, maths, further maths, additional further maths, 
religious studies, general studies and a special project. 
 
Eleanor, a pupil at King Edward VI High School for 
Girls (KEHS) in Edgbaston, juggled her studies with 
completing diplomas in ballet and the cello as well as 
mentoring younger students in maths. 
 
It was also a double first for Eleanor’s classmates, twins 
Aarti and Jyoti Sehdev, who achieved three A* and 
eight As between them, and are the last of a family of 
four girls to attend the school. 
 
Principal Sarah Evans said: “Once again we are 
extremely proud of all of the hard work put in by our A 
level students and their well-deserved results.” 
 
Also celebrating top results was teen Birmingham City 
under 18 captain Will Packwood, who scored straight 
A*s and As in his exams. The 18-year-old midfielder, 
who moved from Boston, USA, to the West Midlands 
to follow his footballing dream, achieved winning 
results in maths, economics and Spanish at Bromsgrove 
School in Worcestershir 
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Head teacher Chris Edwards said: “We asked a great 
deal of Will in terms of academic commitment, and in 
return we promised him support, flexibility and 
understanding. 
 
“Will’s straight A and A* grades at A-level are 
testament not only to his intelligence, but to a drive and 
ambition that will surely serve him well on the football 
pitch.” 
 
HOURS of study paid off for star schoolgirl Debbie 
Carnell who cried with relief when she opened her A-
level results in front of her mum. 
 
The 18-year-old, who got an A* in philosophy and As 
in English and maths, was among the class of 2011 
celebrating top grades at the Q3 Academy, in Great 
Barr, where the pass rate has increased from 97 to 99 
per cent. 
 
Debbie, who is from West Bromwich and will now 
study law at university in Newcastle, said: “I was really 
terrified, I didn’t want to open the envelope. I got a bit 
emotional because I really didn’t expect to do so well.” 
 
Proud mum Jayne, aged 38, said: “We’ve all been 
nervous wrecks. She’s worked hard, she’s fantastic.” 
 
As the UCAS system crashed on Thursday, 18-year-old 
Ben Hatfield was among those in the scramble for 
places. 
 
Despite an A in biology, a B in psychology and Cs in 
history and chemistry, the student missed out by one 
grade on getting into University in Nottingham to study 
zoology. He said: “I was trying for about half an hour to 
get onto UCAS. I’m pretty gutted, I don’t know what 
I’m going to do at the moment.” 
 
Elsewhere in Sandwell, Isra Hale became one of only a 
handful of pupils from the borough to win a place at 
Oxbridge. 
 
The 18-year-old from Walsall notched up an A* in 
biology and As in chemistry and physics at Wood 
Green Academy, in Wednesbury.She will now go on to 
study medicine at St Anne’s College, Oxford. 
 
Principal Pank Patel said: “Her results are no more than 
she deserved.” 
 
A total of 104 students took more than 300 A-levels, 
with a 51 per cent pass rate at A*-B grade. 
 
At Oldbury College of Sport, students achieved a 91 
per cent A*-E pass rate. 
 
Perryfields High School, Maths and Computing 
College saw pupils sit A-levels for the first time and out 

of the 87 exams taken achieved a 96 per cent pass rate. 
 
* Students at the Sixth Form College, Solihull, got a 
head start on A-level results day, with students logging 
on to find out their grades online from 6am. 
 
The college recorded 119 A* grades and six pupils will 
now go on to study at Oxbridge. 
 
* St Edmund Campion School, in Erdington, enjoyed a 
99 per cent pass rate, with almost 50 per cent of entries 
graded A-B. 
 
At Waverley School in Small Heath, 25 Year 9 students 
stole a march on older pupils across Birmingham with a 
100 per cent rate in AS-level religious studies, Arabic 
and Urdu. 
 
One Year 11 pupil achieved an A in A-level Urbu, 
while a further 23 Year 10 students passed AS-level 
religious studies. 
 
* Halesowen College recorded a 98.6 per cent pass rate, 
and 249 students on vocational courses, which are the 
equivalent to three A-levels, gained triple distinctions. 
* More than 75 per cent of student Wolverhampton 
Grammar School secured passes a grades A*-B, with 
almost half at A* or A. 
* Sixth formers at Highclare School in Erdington 
scored a 100 per cent A-level pass rate, with 20 per cent 
of passes at grades A*-2 and 54 per cent at A*-B. 
 
Top of the class was Rachel Cavet, who found out she 
had scored two A* grades, two As and a B while on 
holiday on France, and will now study medicine at the 
University of Birmingham. 
 
* Solihull School’s Head Boy and Head Girl were 
among 47 students from at the school to achieve at least 
three A or A* grades. 
 
The independent school recorded a 100 per cent pass 
rate for the sixth year running, with an impressive 83 
per cent of passes graded A*-B and 58 per cent at A*-
A.  
 

 


