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Aiming High

Barton Moss Community Primary School is 
a small primary with a big ambition - help 
children reach their potential. As part of Prestolee 
Trust, which has at its heart high academic and 
social outcomes, it has a very clear philosophy.  
Every child who does not receive a first-class 
education, gets a second class one. Second class 
is unacceptable for our children. 

Located in a diverse community in Eccles, 
Salford, the school is on a mission to provide a 
broad and balanced curriculum which opens the 
door to a future full of opportunities.  The school 
motto is, ‘We give, and expect, 100% every day 
from everybody.’

In September 2017, it joined Prestolee MAT. 
Prestolee is currently made up of five schools, 
each one unique and striving for high standards. 
Alongside this is an outstanding School Centred 
Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) where future 
teachers are trained.  

“Since the school became part of the Prestolee 
Trust, many improvements have been made to the 
quality of education”  - Ofsted March 2020 

Mrs. Unsworth, Headteacher of Barton Moss 
said, “I am proud to lead this school as a Salford 
school supported by Prestolee. The MAT’s 
approach is to avoid standardised policies and 
work as a collaboration of supportive practice 
at all levels. Each school is a unique entity in 
our collaborative whole. This ensures as Head 
Teacher of Barton Moss I have the autonomy 
to lead creatively and support to ensure I 
succeed.”

Barton Moss Community 
Primary School
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High Performing Teams

The school and the Trust have always worked in 
partnership with Salford Council.  The support 
of the local authority to raise the standards of 
teaching, learning and assessment has been a key 
element of its success. All schools in the Trust 
see themselves as LA schools in a MAT. This 
collaboration has helped ensure school works 
with colleagues and services across the area 
and the region.  Consequently, Barton Moss has 
access to the best support to ensure their children 
achieve.   

Building a team of subject specialists in areas 
such as French, Computing, Science and Art 
has been part of the strategy. Leaders strive to 
provide a knowledge rich and diverse curriculum 
experience to help pupils reach very high standards 
in a range of subjects. Something leaders have 
worked on over the years is knowing the team, 
understanding the needs and skills of the teams. 
Then, aligning the values and vision to their skills 
and knowledge.  As a team they are greater than 
their individual parts.  As team they seek to align 
their energies in the shared goal of developing the 
best education for their children.

The school is also proud to have partnered with a 
local social enterprise company called Kickstart.  
They have worked with Barton Moss since 2016. 
By working in close partnership, they have been 
able to provide parents and carers with a high 
quality and affordable wraparound childcare 
provision, alongside a superb PE curriculum.

All talents are drawn into the school and are all 
working for a single purpose, to give children 
the very best start in life and the very best skill 
set upon which to build their future. Recognising 
this collection of elements from Governors, 
external agencies, internal support and the wider 
community means the team are working together 
to challenge themselves to constantly improve.

“Pupils love coming to school. They value the 
many activities that they can take part in during 
the day and after school. Pupils have opportunities 
in different year groups to take part in sporting 
competitions. The entrance hall celebrates 
the many trophies that pupils have achieved. 
This contributes well towards pupils’ personal 
development” – Ofsted March 2020

Our Curriculum

The focus of the curriculum is for the children to 
know and remember more. 

Government Initiatives IQ
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Starting by applying high levels of communication 
development in the EYFS, ensuring children 
have solid foundations to build strong physical, 
creative, linguistic and cognitive development. 

Key to this is not to follow the interests of the 
children alone but grow their interest across 
a range of diverse opportunities.  This helps 
widen horizons and allows children to develop 
new interests, drawing together knowledge 
from different disciplines to add value to their 
educational experience.

Barton Moss has invested heavily in ensuring its 
curriculum is suitable for 21st-century learning. In 
2019 they trialled the use of iPads in the classroom, 
with each child being allocated an individual iPad 
to support their learning.  Technology is important 
but it is just a tool which opens up the world. 
Like literature it is can be  a lens to experience 
and study beyond the immediate environment 
or simply provide immediate feedback when 
developing fluency and stamina. The feedback 
from children is that they feel more engaged in 
lessons and willing to participate in all subjects 
when supported by technology in this way.  

Devising both a modern, relevant Curriculum 
which ensures children know and remember 
more, through rich knowledge led topics has 
been central to curriculum design. Using a key 
year group question which teachers weave 
through their lessons help children make more 
meaningful connections. This helps build on their 
prior knowledge, making learning make sense 
and developing greater understanding. This helps 
raise engagement, participation and improve 
outcomes. 

Prestolee MATs’ vision is that every child should 
be a reader, a writer, a mathematician and is 
prepared for a future of possibilities. 

To this, Barton Moss has added two key drivers. 
‘Diversity and Equality,’ and ‘Human Impact on 
the Environment.’ 

School Environment

The school environment is one of inclusivity 
and positivity.  It takes great pride in celebrating 
and showcasing the efforts  achievements of 
children.  Whilst seeking to understand the needs 
of its community of learners, Barton Moss wants 
to develop a wider appreciation of learning.  It 
seeks to provide experiences which widens 
horizons and gives scope for discovering new 
things, interests and aspirations. In turn helping 
to make children more aware, and to understand 
and appreciate the world and its rich culture and 
diversity.

The school’s focus has been to promote positive 
learning, where children have the freedom 
to make mistakes and learn from them.   Our 
Children thrive through self-regulation and peer 
to peer learning. 
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Reading is a vital cog in the school wheel and 
we share our reading achievements across the 
school. All year groups display their classes’ 
joy of learning and learning outputs from class 
reading. 

We believe that reading is the most fundamental 
skill that a child should develop to ensure they 
can access all other areas of the curriculum with 
success and without fear. 

We are engaged in reading at every opportunity 
within school and children are inspired to find a 
love of reading across a wide range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts. Our home/school diaries help 
to open up a dialogue between the school, the 
pupil and parents to enable and develop a strong 
partnership, where the  individual child is the 
focus.  A rich reading experience our children 
to imagine a world beyond their immediate.  To 
aspire. To understand and engage with the world, 
making sense and meaning of it.

“Teachers read to pupils daily and pupils have 
time to read on their own. Pupils told us that they 
love reading” – Ofsted March 2020

We seek to make learning relevant and connected.  
Currently we are working to bring geographical, 
historical and pupils own experiences together. 

Partnership

Barton Moss is a community primary school, 
which means it cannot succeed without a 
strong partnership with Governors, parents and 
carers. Building productive relationships with 
all and provide continuous feedback on the 
achievements of children is integral to success.

The Barton Moss journey to success has been 
about the staff team and its partnership within 
the trust.  No matter what challenges were faced 
over the years, the team always had and continue 
to develop the capacity to do even better for 
the children.  The support from the Trust has 
helped shape that and ensure different staff 
have developed. Staff each and everyone has 
contributed significantly to its achievement.  

In the end leaders lead but it is people who 
deliver.  The Trust believes it has a single 
purpose, to create the conditions under which 
others can succeed.  Its for everyone to grasp 
the opportunity and ensure all members of the 
school community from pupils, to parents, staff 
to governors feel part of that success.

The Future

All of the teachers and staff at Barton Moss 
believe in continuous improvement and are 
committed to ensuring that standards continue 
to rise. 

Barton Moss invests heavily in supporting 
the Continued Professional Development and 
training across all areas of the curriculum, school 
policy, procedures and safety for staff. Leaders 
know how  important to keep staff upskilled, 
but how much more important it is to keep them 
interested, excited and hungry for future success.

Moving forward, Barton Moss seeks to improve 
and reach even higher standards so that our 
children can go on to fulfil their ambitions 
and dreams and become the role models and 
community minded citizens that our area and 
country needs.   


