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When educationalists, but especially politi-
cians, talk about schools ‘… in the heart 
of the community’, they might well be 
talking about Bolton Muslim Girls’ School 
[BMGS].  Indeed  most first-time visitors 
to the school find it just a little too much in 
the heart of Bolton’s Muslim community; 
it really is very easy to drive past it, sur-
rounded as it is by the tall mill buildings 
that recall Lancashire’s industrial past, and 
the more recent Asian fashion food stores.  
It was these mills that first brought Bol-
ton’s Asian community here in the 1960s, 
primarily Gujarati Indians and Pakistanis, 
although now the school reflects the full 
diversity of the town’s Muslim population 
- Indian Pakistani, Somali, Arab, Bengali, 
Afghani, Kurdish, it is an ever-changing 
scene.

BMGS first opened its doors in 1987 and 
was a thriving and successful school.  In 
the early years of the new century the 
school’s governors embarked on a pro-
cess of consultation that would result in a 
historic decision, to join the state sector, in 
2007.  Bolton Council makes much of its 
‘family of schools’, and this was one of the 
reasons why the school felt so confident 
of being welcomed into the fold.  In just a 
few short years the school was pulling its 
weight in terms of results for the authority, 
and is now one of its top ranking school.

Bolton Muslim Girls’ School

From the beginning English Language had 
featured prominently in the school’s cur-
riculum, but the entry into the state sector 
at a stroke raised the stakes in terms of 
expectations to dizzy new heights.  Many 
of the staff were local people who were 
dedicated, serious professionals, but many 
did not have Qualified Teacher Status, and 
the new Y7 intake for the first time ever in 
the school’s history were obliged to accept 
students with learning difficulties, which 
was in keeping with the inclusive Islamic 
ethos. The training implications were 
considerable, and the culture of continual 
professional development – by which the 
school meant every week – was embedded 
from day one.  
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The school was determined also to tackle 
head on the stereotype of Asians not being 
able to speak English, and the success of 
the subject at GCSE level is one that gives 
the Headteacher, Mubaaruck Ibrahim, a 
particular sense of pride.  ‘We don’t tend 
to talk about it now, but all of us have 
memories of our parents or grandparents 
having their English or their accent laughed 
at; those days are over.  Our students will 
leave here either as qualified, or possibly 
more qualified than their peers.  This 
matters to us.’  The results are indeed 
impressive; 100% of our students leave 
with 5 or more GCSEs at A*-C, 81% of 
those in 2011 left with 5 or more GCSEs 
at A*-C including English and Maths.  The 
English results have played their part in 
the school’s overall success at GCSE level 
with 100% of students passing English 
Literature with grades A*-C and in a 
good year over 80% pass rate in English 
Language at A*-C.

The leadership and management of English 
emhasise a serious attention to detail and 
a shared passion for the subject, and a key 
role for student voice.  The girls here love 
talking about the books they are reading, 
and enjoy their own creative writing.  In 
the ongoing debate about ‘Britishness’ the 
students at BMGS are proud of their British 

literary cultural heritage, whether it’s 
Shakespeare, J. K Rowling, but also 
contemporary British Asian writers such as 
Monica Ali.

There is also a reassuring emphasis - 
especially given recent statements form 
the Department of Education – on such 
old-fashioned standards as spelling and 
the presentation of work.  The quality 
of handwriting of some students’ work 
has to be seen to be believed there is 
a palpable pride here in how written 
work looks as well as the quality of the 
writing.  Classroom walls are covered in 
students’ work, poetry, stories, plus the 
more contemporary media analysis.  The 
first word of the Qu’ran is ‘Iqra’, which 
translates as ‘Read!’, which is especially 
telling given that the prophet Mohammed 
himself was unable to read.  A love of the 
spoken and the written word at BMGS is 
something that not only Bolton, but the 
whole country can be proud.   

For more information on the BMGS please 
visit:

www.bmgs.bolton.sch.uk

Phone: (01204) 361103
Fax: (01204) 533220


