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We are a family, a school community whose ethos 
is “in the walls”, there’s definitely something 
special when you walk in. 

Laying at the heart of our school is the unflinching 
professionalism, compassion and resilience of all 
our staff who strive towards the common goal of 
making our school ACE.  A new vigour and focus 
on ensuring that all our school systems are aligned 
in a seamless cycle of school improvement, has 
meant that all performance management, pupil 
progress meetings, monitoring, assessment and 
governance all carefully link together. We have 
found that this process makes all staff more 
aware of these strategic links, in turn helping 
our whole team really understand what we are 
doing and why. This has led to a consistency 
of approach with sets of ‘non-negotiables’ in 
place across the school, also meaning that we 
can now pinpoint areas for improvement quickly 
and effectively. We are currently taking part in 
a Maths Hub Network Collaborative Project to 
further develop Maths Mastery across the whole 
school. The aim is to raise the number of our 
children achieving higher levels in maths, as 
well as raising our expectations and inspiring all 
our children with a ‘can do’ attitude.

Shared decision making and distributive 
leadership has not only meant that staff have 
increased their leadership skills and  been 
able to pursue areas of interest, but has also 
given them the confidence to be innovative, 
knowing that senior leadership will value their 
input and ideas to drive the school forward. 
This includes being the first primary school in 
Leicestershire to be awarded the Plastic Free 
Schools Award in 2019 and a commitment 
to Character Education, which encourages 
all children to be the very best version of 
themselves. 

Having identified pupils’ phonics skills as 
an area of improvement, we introduced Read 
Write Inc. as our core scheme in 2017. This 
has seen an average yearly rise in results, 
with over 90% of Year 1 children achieving 
the expected standard. This has had positive 
effects on our Key Stage 1 results in reading, 
which were above national average in both 
expected and greater depth in July 2019 
SATs. The commitment and enthusiasm of 
all our staff, along with careful monitoring, 
assessment and ongoing development has 
enabled this to be a success. Our children 
love reading; they are confident and very 
enthusiastic.  
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Our curriculum is vibrant and varied, one of 
exploration and discovery. We plan effectively 
in teams offering a range of day and residential 
visits, which enhance children’s learning. We 
constantly review our curriculum to ensure that 
children have the chance to shine in innovative 
and creative ways. 

We pride ourselves in forming strong, effective 
partnerships with parents. Having been involved 
with Achievement for All, we have built in 
the use of structured conversations, forming 
the basis of termly discussions with identified 
parents. This has led to a greater understanding 
of individual children’s strengths and needs 
which inform personalised targets. We have 
seen a marked rise in confidence of children as a 
result of this and our continued work alongside 
families. 

“The proportion of pupils attaining the expected 
standard in reading, writing and mathematics 
at the end of Year 6 is consistently above the 
national average” Ofsted 2018.

In June 2018, Ofsted recognised our hard 
work, grading us as good. Our current aim is to 
be above national levels for children achieving 

above expected standards in all subjects. The 
hard work and dedication of staff has resulted 
in us currently achieving this in writing; we 
continue to strive for this in reading and maths. 

Ofsted visited in December 2020 as part of 
their response to the Covid Crisis. “Teachers 
have completed checks on pupils’ new starting 
points in reading, writing and mathematics. 
Leaders have plans in place to regularly 
check pupils’ understanding in these subjects. 
Teachers are aware of what content has been 
missed in other curriculum areas.”

Despite the pandemic, our determination to 
continue our children’s learning has led to a 
highly effective home learning platform. The 
vast majority of parents feel the quality of 
work, personalised approach and comments 
are making home “a school away from school” 
with all staff doing their utmost to support all 
our families.


