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‘God lives in Me’

St Alphonsus is average sized primary school 
with 225 pupils on roll.  72.7% of children 
are from minority ethnic groups, with 28.6% 
whose first language is not English.  The 
catchment area of Old Trafford is in the highest 
deprivation indicator and 56.6% of children 
are eligible for free school meals.  The school 
has close links with the Catholic Church of St 
Alphonsus.
 
The Ofsted Inspection of 2006 gave us a 
judgement of good but noted improvements 
could be made in the areas of communication, 
literacy and language skills, development of 
curriculum leaders and governance.  The school 
worked hard to develop these areas, including 
initiatives such as ‘BLAST’, ‘Every Child a 
Reader’, ‘Every Child a Talker’.  Curriculum 
leaders became proactive in developing 
their subject areas and new governors were 
appointed.

The Ofsted inspection of 2009 gave a 
judgement of good with outstanding features.  

It recognised that good progress and 
achievement in all areas of the curriculum 
was being made and highlighted outstanding 
care, guidance and support the staff give to the 
children in our school.

They wrote:-

“the school is highly inclusive and all adults go 
the ‘extra mile’ to ensure that each individual 
can take full advantage of everything it has to 

offer.  As a consequence, the care, guidance and 
support provided for pupils are outstanding.  

Parents and carers agree and say, 

“the school always meets the individual needs 
of our children and they come on in leaps and 

bounds!”

Staff recognised that now the cornerstones 
of care, guidance and support were firmly 
in place, our academic achievement should 
be the next priority.  To ensure this would 
happen all staff embraced the use of APP to 
track individual pupils from the moment they 
arrived in school to the moment they leave us.
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Tracking of pupils was linked to Performance 
Management Targets and these were reported 
on in termly meetings with the Headteacher.

For English and Maths, personalised targets 
and developmental marking were established 
giving children awareness of their next steps in 
learning.  Reading became high priority in the 
school with regular parental meetings, tracking 
of book band progress, phonic intervention 
and guided reading training all linked again to 
Performance Management Targets.

Our self-evaluation showed excellent progress 
being made which was reflected in our SATs 
results in 2013. 

In 2014 our Ofsted Inspection recognised the 
school as being Outstanding in all areas where 
it was noted:-

“A major strength of teaching in the school 
lies in teachers’ understanding of pupils’ 

needs and how they learn best.”

“Teachers ask pupils really searching 
questions both to assess their understanding 
and encourage them to speak about topics.  

Adults continually check pupils’ progress 
during the course of lessons.”

 
However, St Alphonsus recognises that 
though academic achievement is important, 
the well-being of our pupils is what makes 
our school unique.  Our pupils contribute 
enormously to the family ethos of our school.  
Their politeness, good manners, friendliness 
and their respect for the strong Christian 
values the school teaches make sure that there 
is always a warm welcome for everyone.

Staff morale is high and we look forward to 
a future of exciting challenge and continued 
improvement working alongside our amazing 
children.

Tina Birds, 

Headteacher of St Alphonsus RC Primary 
School

For more information please visit:

www.stalphonsus-trafford.co.uk

St Alphonsus RC Primary School
Hamilton Street,
Off Stretford Road,
Old Trafford, 
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0161 872 5239Reading Level 4+ -  100% Level  5 – 59%
Writing Level 4+ - 82% Level 5 – 35%
English Grammar, 
Punctuation and 
Spelling

Level 4+ - 94% Level 5 – 82%

Maths Level 4+ - 100% Level 5 – 59%


