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State school pupils do better at GCSE  

Proportion of state school pupils getting five good 

GCSEs leaps to almost 55% 

  

Pupils receiving their GCSE results at Washwood 
Heath technology college in Birmingham this summer. 
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The proportion of state school pupils getting five good 

passes at GCSE rose markedly this year, statistics 
released today show, though almost half still failed to 

reach the benchmark. 

 
Some 54.8% left school with five A*-Cs including 

English and maths, up from 50.7% the year before, 

according to figures published by the Department for 

Education. The increase of 4.1 percentage points is 
significantly more than previous improvements, which 

have been between 1.5 and 2.5 points. 

 
Across all pupils, including those in independent 

schools, the figure was 53.1%, compared to 49.8% in 

2009. But the schools minister, Nick Gibb, said the 

government was concerned that just under half of 
pupils – some 300,000 – are still leaving compulsory 

education without a broad range of good GCSEs. 

 
"We need to narrow this historic and entrenched 

attainment gap, especially between those from the 

poorest and wealthiest backgrounds," he said. "It is a 
waste of talent that children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds are continuing to miss out on universities 

and jobs just because of the accidents of their birth." 

For the first time some international GCSEs (IGCSEs), 
which are favoured by private schools who say they 

are a tougher qualification, were included in the 

results. But because only some of those qualifications 
have already been accredited not all were fed into the 

statistics. 

 

The figures appeared to show that state schools 

outperformed private schools, with only 47.2% in the 

independent sector getting five GCSEs at grade C or 

above, including English and maths, but the 
Independent Schools Council, whose members teach 

around 80% of private schools pupils in the UK, said 

that picture was inaccurate. 
 

The council said that if all the IGCSEs taken had been 

included, the figure for independent schools generally 

would be much higher, reaching 93.1% for its own 
members. 

 

Earlier this year the education secretary, Michael 
Gove, announced that in future, state secondaries will 

be allowed to teach IGCSEs, reversing a decision 

made by the previous government. 
 

Achievement in science was up, with the proportion 

getting two A*-C grades rising by 6.3 percentage 

points to 59.9%. 
 

But grades were slightly down in languages, where 

31.5% got an A*-C, down from 31.7% last year. 
 

Meanwhile the proportion of teenagers scoring three or 

more A grades in their A-levels dropped slightly this 
year, while the numbers achieving at least two passes 

also fell. 

 

One in eight (12.4%) 16- to 18-year-olds was awarded 
at least three A* or A grades in this summer's exams, 

down marginally from 12.7% last year. 

 
In total, 93.6% of candidates attained two or more A-

level passes, this is down from 95.1%, the year before, 

according to figures from the Department for 

Education. 
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