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Helping Children develop a Love 
of Life and Learning

Worplesdon is a larger than average primary 
school with 450 pupils at present. The school 
is currently undergoing expansion within Key 
Stage 2 and will eventually have 540 pupils.

The majority of pupil are white British and 
come from a wide range of socio economic 
backgrounds, levels of special needs are average 
and FSM are below average.

As a school we are passionate about providing 
quality opportunities, experiences, learning and 
time for each subject to be delivered fully across 
the whole curriculum.  We know that to justify 
the innovative use of staffing, time and methods 
of delivery necessary to provide quality learning 
opportunities across the curriculum, we need 
to ensure that standards in the core subjects are 
good and improving. 

For the last five years, standards in the core 
subjects have risen year on year across the 
whole school. There are several factors that have 
contributed to this: good teaching, a consistent 
and easy to use tracking system that gives 
easily accessible information about individuals 
and groups, focused use of support staff and 
interventions, clear curriculum plans and 
focused school improvement priorities where 
improvement is needed.

When Ofsted visited in June 2016 they noted 
the rich and wide ranging curriculum that pupils 
really enjoy.  The high quality of the foundation 
subjects is a result of several factors.

The governors have continued to support the 
appointment of specialist teachers for music, 
modern foreign language and physical education. 
In addition, through careful timetabling, we 
reduce the group sizes for children in these 
subjects. For example, KS1 children go to music 
in groups of 15 and KS2 in groups of 20. It is 
the same for P.E. and French. It is unsurprising 
that children love these lessons. The standards 
achieved are high and over 60% of children 
choose to take part in extra-curricular sport and 
music.

Subject Coordinators are key to delivering the 
‘rich’ curriculum. Ofsted stated it was rare to see 
the role of the coordinators so well developed and 
consistent within a primary school. Within the 
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SMT there is a specific responsibility for two of 
the team to monitor and develop coordinators and 
their role. Quality time is given to coordinators 
and the online system for resources means all 
staff can easily access year group objectives and 
resources.

Bringing the curriculum to life through visits, 
visitors, role play and hands on experiences is 
central to getting children excited about their 
learning. Careful planning ensures time is 
allocated so children can explore ideas, research 
knowledge and take responsibility for their work.

 The majority of children live comfortable 
lives in an affluent part of the country and we 
believe it important that we encourage children 
to be outward looking, to be able to recognise 
and explain inequalities around the world and 
take actions to impact change. For six years we 
have been a Unicef Rights Respecting School. 
Last year, following assessment by Unicef, we 
became a Level 2 school and this represents how 
embedded the Unicef Rights Respecting ethos 
has become across the school. Rights Respecting 
topics are embedded through the curriculum. The 
school has a partner school in Uganda; staff from 
both schools have carried out reciprocal visits 
and the children have been motivated to provide 

a fresh water system, dormitories and energy 
saving cookers for the school. They regularly 
correspond with their peers in Uganda. Children 
have petitioned the Government for children’s 
rights around the world, particularly children’s 
right to an education. The School Council plays 
a vital role in decision making within the school.

There is a monthly values programme into 
which ‘Learning for Life’ (PSHE), Eco School 
and Rights Respecting topics are programmed. 
In addition, coordinators also integrate these 
topics across the curriculum.

We are deemed to be a ‘good’ school by Ofsted. 
The school’s continued drive to be outstanding, 
which to a large degree, will depend on raising 
the already good standards in the core subject still 
further. We are clear that this will not be achieved 
at the expense of the school’s commitment to 
delivering the full curriculum where all subjects 
have equal importance in the child’s education. 

Alistair Parsons, 
Headteacher, Worplesdon Primary School.


