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An ‘I can do’ School

West Meadows Primary School is a 1 form 
entry primary school with a fully integrated, 
purpose built foundation stage unit. The 
overwhelming majority of our pupils are from 
white British backgrounds. The proportion 
of children with special educational needs 
is above national averages and our FSM/
Pupil Premium figures are more than double 
national.

Our 2011 OFSTED Inspection report stated 
‘West Meadows Primary School is a good 
school, firmly set on an upward path due to the 
purposeful vision of the head teacher and the 
commitment by staff, at all levels, to achieving 
this.’

Baseline data clearly shows that our children 
enter Foundation Stage below national and 
make good and outstanding progress throughout 
school which results in them leaving at the end 
of year 6 in line with, or above, national.

We are highly focussed on improving all 
elements of the school’s work. Our ambitions 
are very clearly communicated to pupils, 
parents and carers and we all recognise that the 

school has to sustain and build still further upon 
improvements made. Through pupil and adult 
surveys we ensure that we take into account the 
views of all stakeholders and act upon views 
and suggestions collated giving feedback and 
updates when required.

Our pupils are good ambassadors within the 
local community. Our school council represents 
the school at all locality celebrations and 
commemorations. They are responsible for 
conducting regular health and safety reviews 
with the Governing Body feeding back their 
findings to staff and children. 
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Our learning council evaluates the quality 
of learning and teaching, the learning 
environment and the behaviour and safety of 
children within school and feeds back to staff 
and Governors. They are currently analysing 
attendance data and discussing how to 
improve attendance in order to raise standards 
within school. Pupil voice is a powerful tool 
to move learning forward at West Meadows.

Raising attendance is a priority. We have 
raised the profile of attendance in school 
with the children through a series of planned 
activities that reward 100% attendance over 
set periods of time. To ensure motivation we 
consulted school and learning councils and 
provided activities that the children identified 
as ‘cool’. We have raised the priority with 
parents by giving weekly updates on the West 
Meadows Weekly [school newsletter] and 
have brokered additional support from the 
Educational Welfare Service which allows 
a far more personal approach to be adopted 
with regular visits to provide support when 
needed. Current attendance figure is 96.2%

High quality pastoral care is at the heart of 
the school’s work.  A sensitive mentoring 
programme of support enables the children 
to share concerns safely and confidently. 
Parents are confident to approach school 
and are given help and support as and when 
needed. Multi agency working is the norm 
and parents are supported to access extended 
services provision as and when appropriate. 

We have examined the purpose and structure 
of our curriculum and have developed a 
reorganised curriculum that ensures our 
pupils benefit from absorbing topic work 
with engaging titles such as Celestial Skies, 
Pirates from the Past, Dangerous Animals 
or Into the Deep [to name but a few of our 
units of study.] Each topic is launched 
with a memorable event and closed with a 
celebration of learning. Parents are invited to 
join in with both. We have raised the profile of 
writing throughout the curriculum by posing 
credible reasons for writing within our topic 
planning and planned speaking and listening 
opportunities are maximised throughout.

We are very fortunate to have a level 2 forest 
school practitioner on our staff team. She is 
responsible for the promotion of the outdoor 
learning environment. We have our own 
forest school or ‘Wild Walk’ which forms an 
integral part of foundation stage provision 
and practice. We are currently developing 
the use of the outdoors to further support and 
extend learning throughout the rest of school. 

What next? We have very recently, 
successfully, become a convertor academy 
and have chosen to join St Mary’s Academy 
Trust which is a Trust comprising, currently, 
of five like minded schools with high 
aspirations and an agenda firmly driven by 
improving the life chances of all it’s children.

For more information please visit: 
www.westmeadowsprimary.org.uk


