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Government Initiatives IQ    1 

Students celebrate best ever GCSE results   

 
 

Success: Pupils at Willows High School receive their 

results. From left-to-right: Kate Childs, Ashlee Fitzgibbon, 

Niomi Edwards and Joshua Gardiner Students across Wales 
are today celebrating the country’s best ever GCSE results. 
 

But figures show the gap between children in Wales and the 

whole of the UK getting the highest grades has widened for 
the fifth year in a row. 
 

First Minister Carwyn Jones, who this morning joined 

students at Treorchy Comprehensive School in Rhondda, 
said: “It’s great to be part of the celebrations today. The 

young people of Wales have performed excellently and they 

should be proud, these are Wales’ best ever results, 

continuing our improving trend since devolution. 
   

Gareth Fenn, Laura Button, Hannah Thomas and Rebecca 

Knight celebrate their GCSE results at Bryngwyn 

Comprehensive School, Llanelli  
 

 “The pass rate for GCSE has improved again this year and 

the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification is going from 

strength to strength. I’m particularly pleased to see the 
continuing growth in the proportion of high grades that our 

students are achieving at GCSE and the extremely high 

success rates for those taking the Welsh Baccalaureate.” 
 

Although the gap between boys and girls performance has 

narrowed marginally this year at A* and A*-C, girls 

continue to out perform boys overall in Wales. At AS and 
A-level, there was an encouraging take up of the separate 

sciences at GCSE level. The number of entries for biology 

was up by 4.4%, for chemistry up by 4.2% and physics up 

by 4.9%, continuing an upward trend seen over the last five 
years. 

 

The number of entries for modern foreign languages on the 
other hand, fell by 2.9% for French and by 10.7% for 

German, although there were small increases in the numbers 

of entries and Welsh second language (3.2%). The number 

of entries for Welsh first language and Welsh literature also 

rose by 3.6% and 3.2% respectively. 
 

Entries earning the top A* grade fell slightly, although 

almost one in five are still awarded at least an A grade. 

Overall in the UK, teenagers scored record GCSE results, 
with nearly seven in 10 entries awarded at least a C grade. 

But while the pass rate rose for the 23rd year in a row, there 

was a nation-wide slump in the numbers of pupils taking 
French and German. Overall, 69.1% of all GCSE entries 

were awarded at least a C grade, up two percentage points 

on 2009. More than one in five (22.6%) entries achieved an 

A* or an A, up one percentage point on last year. 
 

The rises came despite the number of entries dipping again 

this year – there were more than 5.37 million entries, 

compared with 5.47 million in 2009. 
 

After a drop in the number on English entries being awarded 

a C last year, the pass rate has risen this summer. Almost 

two-thirds (64.7%) of English entries gained at least a C 
grade, up from 62.7% in 2009. In maths, 58.4% of entries 

achieved a C, up from 57.2% last summer. For the second 

year in a row, boys out performed girls in maths, with 
58.6% of boys’ entries scoring at least a C compared with 

58.3% of girls’. Overall though, girls are still doing better 

than boys. More than seven in 10 (72.6%) of girls’ GCSE 

entries gained at least a C compared with 65.4% of boys. 
 

Modern languages were the major casualties again this year, 

continuing the decline seen since the previous government 

decided the subject would no longer be compulsory after the 
age of 14. Today’s results show that French entries are down 

by 5.9%, and entries for German have dropped by 4.5%. 

Bucking the trend is Spanish, which saw a 0.9% rise. More 
teenagers are also opting for other modern foreign languages 

– entries for Chinese are up by 5.2%, Portuguese by 9.6% 

and Polish by 12%. 
 

Despite a 11,070 drop in the numbers taking French, the 

language is still the most popular choice, with 177,618 

students taking the exam this year. JCQ director Dr Jim 
Sinclair said: “Students and their teachers can be proud of 

their achievements. “The increased entries in biology, 

chemistry and physics, coupled with improved performance 

in English and mathematics, is very good news indeed.” 
 

 

Gareth Evans 


